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[ HERE are those who seem to take pride in the 


fact that they never read the advertisements. 

But few in that group could say that they don’t use 

the advertised product. Thousands of such products 

have become an ifitegral part of everyday life. It 

will pay to read the valuable suggestions contained 
in-the TIMES advertising columns. 























Thy Will Be Done 


By Dorothy L. Kinney © 


EAR Lord, it’s not in larger things 
I find it hard to say 
Thy will be done, but in the small 
And trivial things each day. 


When heavy trials overwhelm, 
Or clouds are dark above, 

I’m willing to be guided by 
Thy never fa:ling love, 


But there aré little things I do, 
_And words I like to say, 
And from the road where Thou dost lead 
Short paths where | would stray. 


And there are things I’d reach for, Lord, 
Nor: wait to learn Thy wilt, 

And there are things I would possess, 
In haste, and thoughtless still. 


I am so-disappointed when 
The:small things fail to run 

Along the ways I planned; ah, then 
Teach meé—Thy will be done. 








The Rest of Faith 


Faith is never action. Faith often results in ac- 
tion, and makes action possible, but of itself it is just 
the opposite of action; and to confuse the two means 
to miss the real meaning of faith, and to fail of effec- 
tive action. For faith trusts the action of some one 
else. Christian faith trusts the action — past,- present, 
or future — of The believer, in exercising faith, 
rests quietly in what God does for us, and does not 
make the mistake of supposing that we must do what 
only God can do. James H. McConkey has well said: 
“Faith is not doing—it is resting. When work is 
ended then comes rest. So it is with the work of 
redemption. . . . And it is ours now to rest, for the 
work is done. ‘Rest in the Lord’ is the word for us. 
But what does a man do when he rests? He does not 
do anything. He quits doing. He throws his weary 
body on a chair, a couch, a bed, and lets that hold him. 
He ceases all trying to hold himself. And so what 
do you do when you rest in Christ for salvation? You 
do not do anything. You throw yourself, your weight, 
on Christ and let him do. You simply—rest. For 


. while you are trying you are not resting. And when 


you begin to rest, yor cease trying) Wherefore ‘we 





which have believed do enter into rest’ (Heb. 4: 


-3).” This same resting faith is the secret, not only 


of our salvation from hell, or the penalty of our sins, 
but salvation from sinning, or victory over sin in 
this present life. Faith does not try to win that vic- 
tory; Chris: has already won it, and faith rests in this 
finished work of Christ. Faith trusts him moment by 
moment to maintain that victory in us. Does this 
mean that the trusting, victorious believer lives a 
life of passivity? Just the site! Such a believer, 
resting in the sufficiency of and his work, lives 
a life of such incessant and effective activity as no 
one else can possibly know. The rest of faith results 
in dynamic service. Our lives are active in good works 
because we rest completely in the good work done for 
us by our Saviour and Lord. We do everything for 
him and for others that he bids us do; but we do 
not attempt to do that which only ie can do, and has 
done, for us. 
> a 


Unhurried Interviews 


Most pf us would like more time than we have. 
Especially do we often wish we might have more time 
for fellowship with others we love, or time for un- 
hurried interviews with those whose judgment we 
value. A Christian minister, writing a long letter to 
a busy Christian worker in a distant city, apologized 
for the length of his epistle and then added, quaintly: 
“But I want an early interview with you, brother, in 
Heaven, of at least oné hundred years of our time.” 
A friend of the Christian worker made the amused 
comment: “So you have a long engagement sched- 
uled far ahead, and I think there are several others 
probably who are planning for the same sort of inter- 
view.” Doubtless we shall all be wanting interviews 
of that sort in Heaven,—or we how think we shall; 
some of the questions that puzzle us here may have 
ceased to be puzzling, however, on the other side. But 
we can be sure of one thing: life in Heaven will be 
unhurried. There will be no factors to crowd and 
harass, and interfere with time or strength to do just 
what we ought to do and want to do. We shall be 
able to talk things over in a quiet and leisurely way 
with Paul, and John, and Moses, and Abraham; and 
we shall ‘ ‘need no candle, neither light of the sun; for 
the Lord God giveth them light” (Rev. 22:5). "Our 


to 








personal fellowship with our Lord himself shall be so 
perfect and satisfying that it will go far beyond any- 
thing we can conceive of here. Meantime, while we 
live on in time and in this present world awaiting this 
glorious future, let us rejoice that God gives us all 
the time and all the strength we need to do all that he 
would have us do. And we may have unhurried inter- 
views with him, now and here, whenever we ask for 


a 
Prayer and Rain 


Does God still direct what we call Nature in 
answer to the prayers of his children? That he did 
so in Bible times, and has done so in generations since 
then, is beyond question. What of today ? A letter 
from a reader in Saskatchewan brings impressive tes- 
timony. “Last spring the three prairie Provinces were 
facing famine. Protracted drought, with high tem- 
peratures, was burning the young crop. In these cir- 
cumstances it was suggested, through the press, that 
June 4 should be observed as a day for united prayer 
for rain and suitable weather. The drought broke 
June 5. Copious -rains continued. Good crop weather 
prevailed. In view of the terrible threshing seasons 
of 1926 and 1927, it was suggested in 1928 that August 
26 be made a day for united prayer for good threshing 
weather.. Though rain frequently seemed imminent, 
it did not come, and a fine threshing season was gen- 
eral on the prairies. In view of these repeated lessons 
as to the practical value of God’s promises, would it 
not be well for all of us who believe in the power of 
united prayer to observe a day for united prayer that 
God will give suitable seed-time weather throughout 
our land, and that by his Holy Spirit he will turn the 
hearts of the people of Canada from our sins to him- 
self?” That united prayer is desperately needed, both 
in the United States and in Canada, for a mighty 
revival of the Church, and that multitudes of the un- 
saved may turn to Christ as Saviour, is a burden and— 
deep conviction on many hearts today. That God is 
equally willing to grant temporal blessings in answer 
to prayer is evident from the Canadian reader’s tes- 
timony. Let us pray indeed against both temporal and 
spiritual drought, and for rich harvesting both “from 
the ground and in the hearts of men. God has pledged 
his Word to answer, and his Word cannot be broken. 


If We Know God 


By An Unknown Christian 


F I know God with intimate and personal knowl- 
edge, what will be the effect on me? First of all, 
it must be obvious that if I kNow him, 

1. I shall trust him. 

We cannot make an intimate friend of anyone we do 
not trust. Does not the Psalmist tell us: “They 
| See —. thy name will put their trust in thee’? 

sa. 

We Shall fully trust his Word. 

He promises pardon to the -penitent sinuer. John 
says: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness” (1 John 1:9). We shall not, therefore, 
allow the specter of past and pardoned sin to haunt 
and harass us. 

He promises light. “I am the light of the world: 
he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life” (John 8:12). Our Lord 
was speaking in the Temple. The great golden can- 
diestick was lighted on the first night of the Feast 
of Tabernacles. He uses this as his illustration. For 
that light brought to the memory of the Jews the 
pillar of light that guided ‘their forefathers through 





This is the tenth article in the series on “Knowing God,” 
by the “Unknown Christian” of England, whose books 
have brought blessing to many. The entire series, including 
some chapters not appearing here, is being published in 
book form and may be ordered, at $1.25 postpaid, from the 
Times Book Service, conducted by H. Trumbull Howard, 
401 West Durham Road, Philadelphia. 


the wilderness. Christ is the “light of life.” This 
light is promised us — given us—not merely for our 
own contemplation or consolation, but to guide us; 
and to enable us to follow in his steps. The light 
will illuminate our path, but it dwells in our hearts. 
“Shall” have the light of lite” — “the light which both 
springs from life and issues in life,” says Bishop West- 
cott. “Not only shall he look upon or regard the 
light from a distance but shall receive it so that it 
becomes his own, a part of his true self .. . ‘Christ 
in me’ expresses the fundamental thought.” “He shall 
live by me,” said our Saviour (John 6:57). “Ye are 
the light of the world” (Matt. 5:14). “For God, 
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
KNOWLEDGE of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). 

We cannot truly know Christ unless we share his 
life of pe gly 2 service. Our Lord tells us this 
under another figure: “Whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never thirst,” — there 
is complete satisfaction, — “but the water that I shall 
give him shall be i in him a well of water springing up 
into everlasting life,” —there is abimndant service in the 
refreshment of others: for “from within him —as the 
Scripture has said — rivers of living water shall flow” 
(John 7:38, Weymouth). What relief, and comfort, 
and salvation this brings to all whose lives we touch 
—if we KNOW ; 

He promises rest. “Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
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my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls” (Matt. 11:28, 29). To one who knows God 
there is never any need for unrest of soul. How 
gracious are his promises! “Rest in the Lord, and 
wait patiently for him... and he shall give thee the 
desires of thine heart” (Psa. 37:7, 4). 

He promises power. “Ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me” (Acts 1:8). “The people 
that do Know their God shall be strong, and do ex- 
ploits” (Dan. 11: 32). 

He promises peace, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind [thought, marg.] is stayed on Thee: 
because he trusteth in thee” (Isa. 26:3). 

He promises love. He prays the Father “that the 
love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, 
and I in them” (John 17: 26), 

It seems well-nigh incredible that all these things 
should be ours, our possession in Christ ;-ours always 
and under all circumstances. Do we believe it? Can 
we trust him? “All things are possible to him that 
believeth.” All these inestimable benefits come with a 
personal knowledge of Christ. “Shall he not with 
him [the indwelling Christ] freely give us all things?” 

2. I shall walk with him. 

Knowledge always implies responsibility. If we 
KNOW him, then “we have the mind of Christ.” For 
“can two walk together, except they be agreed?” 
(Amos 3:3.) And if we indeed have the mind of 
Christ we shall mind the things he minds. ‘His plans 
will be our plans — always. His love for men — for 
the world — will be our love for the world. The joy 
set before us will be the joy set before him who “en- 
dured the cross, despising the shame”’—that great 
overflowing, overwhelming joy of saving lost souls like 
you and me. ; 

Did he not promise: “The works that I do shall he 
do also; and greater works than these shalt he do”? 
He went about doing good. So shall we. “Wherever 
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he went,” says a writer, “he drew the people of the 
shums after him. Suffering and pain were the atmos- 
phere in which he moved. His arrival at any village 
éor town was‘the signal for the éxposure of every ill 
the place knew.” Do “publicans and sinners” and 
sorrowing and-suffering ones draw nigh to us? Yes- 
terday it was my privilege to have the honor of shak- 
ing hands with a man who for twenty-three years has 
been chaplain at a hospital for incurables. Eight 
hours a day he spends in that scene of suffering. 
“When the doors close upon a man,” he said, “he 
knows that he will never pass out of them again until 
he goes out on his last journey.” Do you not think 
that this chaplain knows Him “and the fellowship of 
his sufferings” ?= How can we truly know the Man 
of Sorrows if we never look upon, and comfort, the 
sorrows he soothes, and the suffering he heals? The 
God we KNow is One “who comforteth us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which 
are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we our- 
selves are comforted of God” (2 Cor. 1:4). 

Handel, the great musician, has left on record, that 
when he was at work on the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
which has lifted many a listener into the consciousness 
of God’s presence, he had such a vivid manifestation 
of the divine presence, that, said he, “I did think I 
did see all Heaven before’ me and the great God him- 
self.” Such. ah experience may not be ours. But. the 
“practice of the présence of God” is possible for all 
and at all titnes. We can all keep our minds stayed 
on him. We can all keep our hearts fixed on him. 
“Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace” 
(Job 22:21), 


Heaven: above is softer blue, 
Earth around is sweeter green, 
Something lives in every hue 
Christless eyes have never seen. 
Birds with gladder songs o’erflow, 
Flowers with deeper beauties shine, 
Since I know, as now I ENnow, 
I am His, and He is mine. 





Is a “Summer Slump” Necessary? 
A Prize Offer 


Will you kindly answer the following question in 
Notes on Open Letters 

Is not the attitude of our churches in diminishing 
their services during the sumnier vacation period, or 
closing the church altogether, a mistake, and is it not 
working detrimentally? What can be done about it? 
—A Massachusetts pastor. 


Do people need less fellowship with God during 
the summer months, and in. vacation times, than dur- 
ing the rest of the year? Is Bible study less needed 
then; is it less important in warm weather to feed on 
the Word of God? Is there a Scripture ‘passage read- 
ing: “And let us consider one another to provoke 
unto love and to good works: not forsaking the as- 
sembling of ourselves together except during vacation 
time’? No, those last four words will not be found 
jn the Word of God. The passage in Hebrews 10: 
g5 reads: “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much the more, as ye See the day ap- 
proaching.” The day of the Lord’s return is nearer 
than ever before, and God’s people need more than 
ever the habitual study of his Word, and the continued 
assembling of themselves together, not diminishing the 
services or closing the church altogether ‘tas the man- 
ner of some is.” 

Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times would like to hear 
from its readers as to the success they have had, in 
their local churches and Sunday-schools, in overcom- 
ing the tendency of vacation time and hot weather to 
diminish: services or close the sessions. Have you 
solved the problem? If -so, how did you do it? 

Readers .are invited to send articles to the Times 
telling how the situation has been suctessfully met in 
their own work. Pastors, Sunday-school superintend- 
ents, or other Christian workers. are: heartily. invited 
to share in this “clinic” ‘of: tested: methods and suc- 
cesses. Please’ do not write.‘of: how you) think the 
qMhatter ought:to’ be handléd; but ‘tell how, :in your own 
experience, it has been successfully handled: Not the- 
ories, but actual experiences, are desired. 


If the, problem has not yet been solved: in your church 


or Sunday-school, but if -you and your co-workers 
are led to: take it up seriously for this summer, the 
‘Times hopes it may hear from’ you ‘next autumn as 
to the. successful’ result. -If ‘the problem was dealt 
with effectively last summer or earlier, a réport of this 
will be welcomed. 

Articles of from 1,000 to 1,500 words are desired, 
the manuscripts to be submitted by or before October 
15, 19290. For the best article, if’ suffictenthly strong, 
the Times will gladly pay a prize award of $25. 





For all other. articles retained. for publication 
the usual editorial rates will be paid. Manuscripts 
should be submitted in typewriting, double spaced be- 
tween the lines, on one side of the paper only, with a 
stamped return envelope: bearing the writer’s address, 
and sent exclusively-to the Times, addressed to Con- 
test Editor, THE: SuNpay ScHoon Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


a” 
Was Paul a Modernist? 


For a long time I have not liked the way most of 
the writers of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times use the 
terms Fundamentalists and Modernists, and I have at 
last concluded to say a‘ few words to you about it. 

So as to be aa, shall take only one illus- 
tration to show my position. 

God’s covenant with Abram, Genesis 17: 9-14, 
makes circumcision obligatory upon every man who 
became an accepted member of His family, and said: 
“And the uncircumcised male who is not circumcised 
in the flesh of his foreskin, that soul shall be cut off 
from his people; he hath broken my covenant.” In 
the preceding verse God had said it was an everlast- 
ing covenant. Through Moses the covenant was re- 
peated. 

Apparently this was God’s inviolable word, and the 
members of the early Christian Church believed obedi- 
ence to it was fxidamental for life in-the family of 
God, Thus the apostles and other members of the 
church, except Paul, were the Fundamentalists of 
that time. 

Paul claimed that circumcision availed nothing. He 
preached and wrete in his Epistles (or the Holy Spirit 
spoke through him, as you often’ say} as the most 
pronounced Modernist of those times. - Yet you often 
refer to Paul as a Fundamentalist,:and accept his, 
word as binding on us. 

In that case ycu inadvertently accept the thought 
that, although the records were, originally. inspired 
by God and infallibly correct for the time, there have 
been advances in revelation and changés in require- 
ments to ‘suit the new situation. therwise your 
statements afte’ conflicting. ; 

That which was fundamental’ in belief and observ- 
ance in one age may not be later. 

Nothing can be’ right now ‘simply because it was 
ordained in olden times,’ nor wrong -simply because 
it is new in these tithes.—A Minnesota reader, 


Thé Modernist’ is One who’rejects or doubts any 
part of God’s Word. The Fundamentalist is one who 
accepts every part of God’s Word as having the 
authority “and infallibility of God himself. Paul ac- 
cepted the whole Word of God, and every ward of 
God. Like all the other_apostles. (except Judas Is- 
eariot), and the. early ‘Christian.-Church in general, 
Paul was a Fundamentalist. No one can read his 


:.3:16), and that ‘this unique, ‘inspired, and infallible 


‘ accept fany 
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Epistles and have any doubt as to his unreserved, un- 
compromising, and passionate devotion to the Wor 
of God. 

Circumcision was an outward rite symbolizing an . 
inward condition of heart and life. God ordained and ; 
commanded the outward rite, and in the Old Testa- 
ment law he explained its meaning, as when he said : 
to sinning Israel: ‘“Circumcise therefore the foreskin * 
of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked” (Deut. 10: ’ 
16); and again: “And the Lord thy God will circum- 
cise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, that thou mayest live” (Deut. 30:6). In de- 
claring his covenant with Abraham and the seed of 
Abraham forever God said: “My covenant shall be 
in your flesh for an everlasting covenant” (Gen. 17: 
13). This covenant of God with Israel after the 
flesh, and with all the spiritual seed-of Abraham, ‘is 
indeed everlasting through that son of Abraham and 
son of God, Jesus Christ. The spiritual covenant for 
which the external bodily rite stood is the everlasting 
covenant. 

For the time came when God commanded that the 
rite of circumcision in the flesh should cease. Anyone 
who doubts or denies this is doubting or denying the 
Word of God. Paul, and.Peter, and all the Early 
Church believed and obeyed the Word of God which 
brought bodily circumcision to an end; and therefore 
they were the Fundamentalists of that. day. 

The reason for God’s bringing that external rite 
to an end is clearly seen in the New Testament. The 
Lord Jesus Christ said: “Think not that [ am come 
to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to 
destroy, but to fulfill” (Matt. 5:17). Having fulfilled 
the whole law of God, both ceremonial and moral, 
Christ died as the sinners’ Substitute, paying by his 
death the penalty of men’s sins, and fulfilling the law 
that declares, throughout the whole Word of God, 
that “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). By his 
death and resurrection he ended the age of law and 
brought in the age of grace, so that God’s Word de- 
clares to all believers from that day to this: “Ye 
are not under the law, but under grace” (Rom. ‘6: 
14). As the question of circumcision and other details 
of the Old Testament law came before the Early 
Church, God himself dealt with it by the Holy: Spirit, 
and fcrbade the continuing of the rite of circumcision 
in the body, while commanding the continuing of the 
circumcised heart and life. Those who believe the 
Word of God find this settled conclusively in Acts 
15, where Peter and Paul and the official Council at 
Jerusalem.were given God’s own decision by the Holy 
Spirit. It had been settled for Peter by the vision 
God gave him at Joppa, and the voice saying, ‘What 
God hath cleansed, that call not thou common” (Acts 
10:15), and by what followed in the instantaneous re- 
generation of Cornelius and others of his household, 
as the Holy Spirit fell upon these uncircumcised Gen- 
tiles. Paul received and gave to the Church the Word 
of God on this matter in his Epistle to the Galatians, 
in the declaration, “If ye be circumcised, Christ shall 
profit you nothing” (Gal. 5:2). ‘ 

Thus God’s Word makes it plain that He, as Cre- 
ator, Sovereign, Saviour and Lord, establishes differ- 
ent external regulations for the life of men in differ- 
ent ages or dispensations, as He has the right to do. 
Those who doubt or deny this are doubting or denyin 
the Word of God. The differences in the differefit e . 
dispensations, as ordained and revealed by God in the 
Scriptures, are discussed clearly and helpfully in the 
late Dr. C. I. Scofield’s little book, “Rightly Divid- 
ing the Word of Truth” (Philadelphia School of the 
Bible, 1723 Spring Garden Street, 28 cents or 55 cents, 
postpaid), especially in the chapters on “The Jew, 
the Gentile, and the Church of God”; “The Seven Dis- 
pensations”; “Law and Grace.” 

The difference between the Fundamentalist and the 
Modernist in these matters is this: the Modernist 
‘argues that, because people in New Testament times 
accepted the Word of God and obeyed God by living 
under grace when he commanded this, and at his com- 
mand discontinued the observance of the ceremonial 
lav, thereforé we of today have the right to turn away 
from the revelations and commands given in the New 
Testament for this age of grace in which we are still 
living,’ and ‘follow our own “modern thought” and 
opinions as te what we should: do‘and not.do, what we 





- should :believe and not believe, in rejection of the in- 


fallible. Word? of God as given in the Scriptures; The 
Fundamentalist, on the other / hand, -recognizes that 
“all scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 


Word is the perfect and final revelation of God’s will 
for. tS iti this life, and is to be believed and obeyed 
without reservation. The Fundamentalist declines ‘to 
Opinions of men that contradict the Word 
of God) The Modernist: holds that modern views 
which contradict God’s Word may be as authoritative 
as that Word. There is a vital and eternal difference 
between ‘the two views. ‘The ‘only safe and Scriptural 
view of men’s opinions is that “all flesh is as grass, and 
alk the glory of man as the flower of grass. The 
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 
but the word of: the Lord endureth for ever” (1 Pet. 
1:24; 25). } : 
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Four Rules for Testing Christian Evidence 





Mark Hopkins challenges our thinking powers 


By a Christian Lawyer 














articles, I have touched hurriedly and casually 

on three independent and converging lines of 
proof of the divine origin of Christianity. Each, I 
submit, is conclusive in itself, Let my reader face 
each one until he has conceived a rational answer to 
it or until his brain has forced his heart (for here is 
where the resistance lies) to accept this religion of 
peace, power, hope, and happiness. Let him -consider 
fixedly the direct historical argument based on the 
blood-tested testimony of eyewitnesses to unmistak- 
able facts (not “lying wonders” done in the shadows 
of dim cathedrals or temples; in the presence of votaries 
eager to behold and believe a wonder in confirmation 
of their faith, but), physical. and physiological. facts 
and changes in open fields, under the bright sun and 
in touching distance of the beholders. Let him remem- 
ber that this was in attestation of a system of belief 
hostile to and subversive, as they believed, of their 
Mosaic religion, and resulted, not in confirming them 
in a faith and conduct already theirs, but in inducing 
them to abandon their present and adopt a new faith; 
that the adoption of this involved hardship, loss, and 
death; and that these miracles were done under such 
circumstances as would, it has been pointed out, if 
done by the Pope of Rome in the presence of Protes- 
tants induce them to become convinced Roman Cath- 
olics, and if done by the Moderator of the General 
Assembly at the Vatican would induce the Pope and 
his College of Cardinals to become devout Presbyte- 
rians. Let the reader consider this argument; and 
then, if he can dispose of it, address himself to dis- 
solving the demonstration of the supernatural pre- 
sented by prediction centuries in advance of facts later 
and literally fulfilled by heathen kings and recorded 
by pagan historians; let him. find the answer, which 
the infidel physician David Nelson could not find, to 
the phenomenon of the uniform diversity of the expe- 
riences of dying saints and sinners; and then let him 
explain away the thousandfold testimony of drunk- 
ards and drug addicts who, calling on a certain Name 
—the identical name, be it noted, presented in the 
Book—have found themselves instantly and com- 
pletely delivered from the vice-like grip of appetites 
which for years had enslaved them. 

The three lines of testimony I refer to may be desig- 
nated as the logical, abstract demonstration of the 
supernatural origin and features of the Bible and its 
religion; the testimony of living men to the physio- 
-logical miracle-of the cure of a drug habit; and the 
“dying declarations,” opposite in nature and yet har- 
monious in effect, of both those who had accepted and 
those who had rejected this religion. 

But before I “sum up” and refer briefly to the pro- 
bative force of the fact of convergence of these inde- 
pendent lines of proof, I want to put before my readers 
the words of two of the world’s greatest scholars who 
devoted the best energies of their powerful and dis- 
criminating minds to the question before us. They 
refer to matters in support of the Christian’s faith 
which the bewildering profusion of material surround- 
ing the subject has made it impracticable heretofore 
éven to mention, and it is hoped that a few sample 
paragraphs from these scholarly saints may revive an 
interest. in the intellectual. wealth our generation has 
inherited from their spiritual ancestors and almost for- 
gotten. I feel the more called on to do this because 
I learn that some of the old treasures of my library 
are now hard to get. 

First, I quote from that great teacher and college 
president of whom the late President Garfield declared 
that a university consisted of “Mark Hopkins on one 
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The “Christian Lawyer” recently had a letter 
from Robert C. McQuilkin (Dean of the Columbia 
Bible School) telling of a young man who had 
renounced his faith and had not read the Bible 
for ten years; then he came across a copy of Mark 
Hopkins’ “Evidences,” and asa resuit his whole 
mental viewpoint was changed and his conversion 
soon foliowed. 

Here is a taste of. Mark Hopkins’ challenging . 
rationalism,— that appeal to the reason which con- 
vinces thinking mea of the truth of God’s Word. 
This is the eleventh article in the series “ Meeting 
Rationalists on Their Own Ground.” A coming 
article will give readers a glimpse of the reasoning 
of aman recognized by ali lawyers and courts in 
both Great Britain and America as one of the 
greatest legal authorities of a century, Simon 
Greenleaf, who gave to his profession the rules 
and principles followed: ever since in weighing 
evidence. 








end of a log and a student on the other.” I start at 
page 279 of Mark ‘Hopkins’ “Evidences” simply be- 
cause I must start somewhere, and at this poimt our 
famous American scholar presents to us the invincible 
argument of an éven earlier great English thinker, 
who first called attention to the probative force of 
the Jewish and Christian memorial institutions ob- 
served to this day. Hopkins says: 


“We now come to an argument for the credibility 
of the facts contained in oar books which never has been 
answered and never can be. Infidels have repeatedly 
been challenged to answer it but they have néver even 
made the attempt. It is the argument of: Leslie in 
his ‘Short and Easy Method with the Deists.’ This 
argument rests solely upon the peculiarity of Christian 
evidence, already mentioned, by which the truth of the 
religion is indissolubly connected with certain matters 
of fact which could originally be judged of by the 
senses, and also upon the fact that there exist in the 
church certain ordinances commemorative of those 
facts. Thus the truth of our religion seems to be 
embodied in institutions that now exist, and in ob- 
servances that pass before our eyes. The object of 
Leslie is to show, from the nature of the case — for 
here we make very little reference to written testi- 
mony —that the matters of fact stated could not have 
been received at the time unless they were true, and 
that the observances could never have been originated 
except in connéction with the facts. In showing this, 
he lays down four rules, and asserts that any matter 
of fact in which these four rules meet must be true, 
and challenges the world to show any instance of any 
supposed matter of fact, thus authenticated, that has 
ever been shown to be false. 


“Four rules—His four rules are these: 1. ‘That 
the matter ‘of fact be such that men’s outward senses, 
their eyes and ears, may be judges of it.’ 2. ‘That it 
be done publicly, in the face of the world.’ 3. ‘That 
not only public monuments be kept up in memory of 
it, but some outward actions be performed.’ 4. ‘That 
such monuments, and such actions, or observances, be 
instituted, and do commence from the time that the 
matter of fact was done.’ 


“The first two rules—The first two rules make it 
impossible for any such matter of fact to be imposed 
upon men at the time, because every man’s eyes, and 
ears, and senses, would contradict it.’ For example, if 
any man should affirm that all the inhabitants of this 
city yesterday, or last year, walked to Governor’s Island 
and ‘returned on dry ground, while the water was 
divided and stood in heaps on each side of them, it 
would be impossible that he should be believed, be- 
cause every man, woman, and child would know better. 
It would be one of those things respecting which the 
unlearned and the young could judge as well as the 
learned and the more experienced. Equally impossible 
is it that the children of Israel, of that generation, 
should have believed that they passed through the 
Red Sea, or went out and gathered manna every 
morning, or drank water from the rock, or that the 
law was-given with the terror and solemnity described 
in the Bible, if these things did not happen. Not less 
impossible is it that the five thousand should have 
believed they were fed by Christ; or that the relatives 
of Lazarus, and the Jews who knew him, should have 
believed that he was raised from the dead, or the 
parents and friends of the man born blind, that he was 
made to see; or that the multitudes before whom he 
healed the lame, and the sick of every description, 
should have believed that these events took place, if 
they did not. These miracles are of such a. nature 


cee RE SSN ERAN Cr 


that, unless they were really wrought, it is impossible 
they should have been believed at the time. 

“*Therefore it only remains that such matter of fact 
might be invented some time after, when the men of 
that generation wherein the thing. was said to be done 
are all past and gone; and the credulity of after ages 
might be imposed upon to believe that things were 
done in former ages which were not. 


“The last two rules—And for this the last two 
rules secure us as much as the first two rules in the for- 
mer case; for, whenever such a matter of fact came to 
be invented, if not only monuments were said to re- 
main of it, but likewise that public actions and observ- 
ances were constantly used ever since the matter of 
fact was said to be done, the deceit must be detected 
by no such monuments appearing, and by. the expe- 
rience of every man, woman, and child, who must 
know that no such actions or observances were ever 
used by them.’ ‘For example,’ continues Leslie, ‘sup- 
pose I should now invent a story of such a thing done 
a thousand years ago; I might perhaps get some to 
believe it; but if I say that not only such a thing was 
done, bu* that, from that day to this, every man, at — 
the age of twelve years, had a joint of his little finger 
cut off; and that every man in .the nation did want 
[lack] a joint of such a finger; and that this insti- 
tution was said to be part of the matter of fact done 
sO many years ago, and vouched as a proof and con- 
firmation of it, and as having descended without in- 
terruption, and been constantly practiced, in memory 
of such matter of fact, all along from the time that 
such matter of fact was done;—I say it is impossible 
I should be believed in such a case, because every one 
could contradict me as to the mark of cutting off the 
joint of the finger; and that, being a part of my orig- 
inal matter of: fact, must demonstrate. the whole to 
be false.’ 


“Application to books of Moses—The case here put 
is not stronger than that either of the beoks of Moses, 
or of the New Testament. For, at whatever time it 
might -have been attempted to impose the books of 
Moses upon a subsequent age, it. would have been 
impossible, because they contain the laws and civil and 
ecclesiastical regulations of the Jews, which the books 
affirm were adopted at the time of Moses, and were 
constantly in force from that time; and because they 
contain an account of the institution of the passover, 
which they assert to have been observed in consequence 
of a particular fact. If, then, a book had been put 
forth at a particular time, stating that the Jews had 
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obeyed certain very peculiar laws, and had a certain 
priesthood, and had observed the passover from the 
time of Moses, while they had never heard of these 
laws, or of this priesthood, or of a passover, it is im- 
possible the book should have been received. Nothing 
could have saved such a book from scorn or utter 
neglect. 

“To the New Testament—But what the Levitical 
law, and the priesthood, and the passover, were to the 
Jews, baptism, and the Christian ministry, and the 
Lord’s Supper are to Christians. It is a part of the 
records of the Gospels that thesé wére instituted by 
Christ; that they were commanded by him to be con- 
tinued till the end of time, and were actually con- 
tinued and observed at the time when the Gospels pur- 
port to have been written—that. is, before the 
destruction of Jerusalem. But if these books were 
fictions invented after the time of Christ, there would 
have been at that time no Christian baptism, nor order 
of Christian ministers, nor sacrament of the supper, 
thus derived from his appointment; and that, alone, 
would have demonstrated the whole to be false. Our 
books suppose these institutions to exist; they give an 
account of them; and it is impossible they should have 
been received where they did not exist. ~It is, there- 
fore, impossible that these books. should have been 
received at the time the facts are said to have taken 
place, or at any subsequent time, unless those facts 
really did take place. We now regard the sacrament 
of the supper as an essential part of the religion; it 
was so regarded by our fathers; nor can we conceive 
that it should have been otherwise up to the very time 
when the religion was founded. Thus we have a 
visible sign and pledge of the truth of our religion, 
handed down, independently of written testimony, 
from ‘age to age; and the force of which, age has no 
tendency to diminish. 


“Strength of the evidences—Perhaps we do not suf- 
ficiently dwell on the great strength which the Chris- 
tian evidences derive from this proof, or notice the 
contrast it makes between the evidence for the facts 
of Christianity and those of ordinary history. Not 
only is it impossible to point out any statement of 
fact, substantiated by these four marks, that can be 
shown to be false, but none of the best authenticated 
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facts of ancient history have them all. The Pourth 
of July, as observed by us, may illustrate the effects 
of such commemorative ordinances as guarding against 
false historical accounts. For any man to have in- 
vented the New Testament after the time of Christ, 
and to have attempted to cause it to be received, would 
have been as if a man had written an account of the 
Revolution, and of the celebration of this day from the 
first, when no revolution was ever heard of, and no 
one had-€éver celebrated the Fourth of July. Nor, 
when such a festival was once established, would it 
be_ possible to introduce any account of its origin 
essentially different from the true one. But the case 
of the Christian religion is much stronger; because 
we have several different institutions which must have 
sprung up at its origin; because baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper have occurred so much more frequently; and 
because the latter has always been considered the chief 
rite»of a religion to which men have been more at- 
tached than to liberty or to life. 


“Two great arguments—Thus I have brought into 
close juxtaposition these two great arguments. We 
have seen that it was impossible t' the apostles 
should have been either deceivers or deceived, and that 
the books could ‘not have been received, either at the 
time they. purport to have been written, or at any 
— time, if the facts recorded had not taken 
place. 


“Credible because no others.—But again: our books 
are credible because there are no others. That such 
a movement as Christianity must have been, involving 
the origin of so many new institutions, and such eccle- 
siastical and social changes should have originated at 
such a time, and in such a place, and ,that no written 
documents should have been drawn forth by it, is 
incredible. And that the true account should have 
perished, leaving not a vestige behind it, and that false 
ones, and such as these, should have been substituted, 
is impossible. Of the origin of such institutions we 
should expect some account. That of our books is 
adequate and satisfactory. There is nothing contra- 
dictory to it, for even spurious writings confirm the 
truth of our books, and there is no vestige of any 
other.” 

(To be continued) 
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a HyMN BY THE ScHoot—‘“In June’s Glad 

ays.” 

(Tune, “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee,” or “Daily, 
Daily Sing the Praises.’ ) 


Hills and vales God’s praise are singing, 
’Neath the sunshine’s golden rays. 

All the earth is robed in beauty 
By God’s hand in June’s glad days. 


Chorus 
To our Father God in Heaven 
Lift we now our songs of praise 
For the joy and beauty showered 
By His hand in June’s glad days, 


Azure skies are arched above us, 
Flower-strewn the meadow ways, 
Verdure-clad the fields and woodlands 


By God’s hand in June’s glad days. (Cho.) 
Adding to the springtime gladness, 

Happy birds trill forth their lays. 
With God’s .glory earth is dowered 

By His hand in June’s glad days. (Cho.) 


OpeninGc SENTENCES. 
Leader— 

“O bless our God, ye neople, and make the voice 
of his praise to be heard” (Psa. 66:8). .“For his 
name alone is excellent; his glery is above the earth 
and heaven” (Psa. 148: 13). 

School— 

“We will show forth thy praise to all generations” 

(Psa. 79: 13). 
OPENING PRAYER. 


Hymn By THE ScHoor—“In that Sweet Old Story.” 
(Tune, “Glory to His Name.” 


See there the Master in tender grace, 

Bending with love-light upon His face, 

Holding the children in close embrace, 
In that sweet old story. 


Chorus 
In that sweet old story ’ 
See again His glory; 
Love's tender care 
For the children there 
In that sweet old story. 


Hark once again to the Master’s tone, 

Claiming the children as His alone, 

Saying of such are His. kingdom’s own 
In that sweet old story. ¢€Cho.) 





Tell how the Master rebuked that day 
Those who would turn the wee ones away, 
“Bring them,” He said, “and ne’er say them nay,” 
In that sweet old story, ( Cho.) 
Still of the Master the truth proclaim, 
hat up in Heaven He is still the same 
As when about Him the children came 
In that sweet old story. (Cho.) 
Bris_eE Responses—“Growing for God.” 
Leader— 
In God’s Word are we surely shown ij 
God wants the children for His own? 
School— 
Jesus said, “Suffer the little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not” (Mark 10: 14). ; 
Leader— 
In our great heavenly Father’s care, 
Have children any special share? 
School— . 

Isaiah says, “Like a shepherd: he shall gather the 
lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom” 
(Isa. 40: 11). 

Leader— 
What air for each child are we told 
That God’s Word does for them uphold? 
School— € , 

The Psalmist says, “That our sons may be as 
plants grown up in their youth” (Psa. 144: 12). 
“Thy children like olive plants” (Psa. 128: 3). 

Leader— 
What plan for boys and girls to grow 
Has God, as on in life they go? 


_ School— * 
As Jesus grew, he “increased in wisdom and stat- 


ure, and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2: §2). 
Leader— ¥ 
What does God ask each child today, 
That he may grow in ,God’s own way? 
School— ; 
“My son, give me thine heart” (Prov. 23: 26). 
Leader— 3 ° 
Who gives the plants their growth, we know, 
As day by day they larger grow? 
School— 
Paul says, “God giveth the increase” (1 Cor, 3: 6). 
Leader— 
And how may child-lives grow alone, 
Like fruitful plants in beauty grown? 
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Girls— : : 

The Psalmist says, “Those that be planted in the 
house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our 
God” (Psa; 92:13). 

Boys— : 

The wise man also says, “Whoso trusteth in the 
Lord, happy is he” (Prov. 16:20). And Jeremiah 
says, “He shall be as a tree planted by the waters, 
and that spreadeth out her roots ... neither shall 
cease from yielding fruit” (Jer. 17:8). 

Leader— 
What means for our growth does God’give, 
That, like the plants, we thrive and live? 
Girls— : ; ; 

God’s Word. Peter says, “Desire the sincéfe milk 
of the word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 
a3). . ; 

Boys— " 
Prayer also. David says, “Wait.on the Lord: ... 
and he shall strengthen thine. heart” (Psa. 27: 14), 

Leader— 

Like ‘trees, that put. forth-leaves:of- green, 

In what ways shall child growth be seen? 
Girls— ' } - 
Peter says, “Grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”: {2 Pet. 3: 18). 
Boys— : 
And Paul says, “Be strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 2:1), and Isaiah says, “He 
giveth power; ... he increaseth strength” (Isa. 40: 
29). 
Leader— 

Unto what stature would God fain 

Have all His children to attain? 
School— 

Paul tells us, “Unto a perfect man, unto the meas- 
ure of the stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 
4:13). 

EXERCISE BY JUNIOR OR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS— 
“Children of the Bible.” 


First Scholar— 
In the Book God has given to guide all our lives 
Have the children a part and a place? 
May we learn there of children whose hearts were 
the Lord’s, 
’ And who grew in His service and. grace? 


Second Schelar— 
Oh, yes, there was Samuel, still a young lad, 
When God spoke in the night, and he heard, 
And, obeying, he grew till all el learned, 
ae great Samuel, God’s will and God’s 
word. 


Third Scholar— - - 
There was Miriam, who o’er the baby kept ‘guard, 
Hidden there where the green rushes waved, 
And ner faithfulness helped in the plan God had 
made 
That from bondage His people be saved. 


Fourth Scholar— 
There was Solomon, too, as a boy crowned the king,. 
Whom God granted one special request, 
And because he asked wisdom, with honor and 
~ wealth, 
In abundance by God he was blessed. 


Fifth Scholar— es 
There was Daniel, a captive lad far from his home, 
Who would follow in all things God's will; 
And he grew strong and fearless till kings sought 
him out, 
And God used him high places to fill. 


Sixth Scholar— ; 
A small lad was there, though his name we know 


not, 
Who his lunch gave to Jesus one day, 
And that gift grew till over five thousand were fed 
By the Lord in a wonderful way. 
Seventh Scholar— 
Fhere was Timothy also, who studied so hard, 
And who learned his: loved Bible so well, 
That he grew into manhood, and went far and wide 
The good news of Christ’s Gospel to tell. 
Eighth Scholar— 
And the greatest was Jesus, the fad in His home, 
Who so sweetly obeyed, and who grew 
Till the greatest of work in the world for all time 
In God’s plan, He was given to do. 
First Scholdr— 

“Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear chil- 
dren” (Eph, 5:1). “That ye might walk worthy of 
the Lord, . . . being fruitful in every good work, 
and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Col. 1: 
10). 


Hymn BY Primary DEPARTMENT—“Praising with the 
Daisies.” , 


(Tune, “Around the Throne of God in Heaven.”) 


O’er all the sunny fields of green, 
God's daisies smile and nod, 
And by their happy faces praise 
Their great Creator God; 
Praising softly, sweetly, joyfully their Maker God. 


And with the daisies, all God’s world 
Is sounding forth His praise, 
The trees and flowers in beauty bright, . 
The birds in happy lays; 
Sounding softly, sweetly, joyfully their Maker’s 
praise. 
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And to our Father God in Heayen, 

We children songs shall’ raise, 
For all the blessings and the lovet 

With which He crowns our days; «. ' R 
Singing softly, sweetly, joyfully our Father’s praise. 


Exercises For CHILDREN OF THE Primary DEPART-_ 


MENT—“God’s Gardens.” 


(An exercise for two older and seven younger children, 
the younger ones carrying the flowers 
- of which they speak.) 


First Older Child— ee 
“The winter is past, the rain is over and gone; 
the flowers appear on the ; the time of the 
singing of birds is come” (Song of Sol. 2:11, 12). 
Second Older Child— 
In gardens and fields, by the roadside and stream, 
In wonderful beauty, God’s world is agleam ; 
For God there has scattered His flowers so gay; 
He has brought all His gardens to bloom Children’s 
Day 


First Younger Child— ; 
God made all the roses so fair and so sweet, 
‘No garden without them would we think complete. 


Second Younger Child— 
The daisies we love in the meadows now wave, 
And God surely loves them, so many He gave. 


Third Younger Child— 
ih O’er Al the green fields, the bright buttercup’s gold 
; God scatters to tell of His treasures untold. 


Fourth Younger Child— 
The pansies’ dear faces we all love so well, 
And surely the thoughts of God’s power they tell. 


Fifth Younger Child— 
f The {ities are blooming, so stately and tall, 


To help us remember Maker of all. 


Sixth Younger Child— : 
The gay, yellow dandelion, who doesn’t love? 
God made it as bright as His sunshine above. 


Seventh Younger Child— ' 
As blue as the sky do the violets grow. 
God sent them a bit of His glory to show. 


Second Older Child— F 
But sweeter than all the fair gardens that grow 
Are the children God gives to this old world below. 
In these gardens of God’s little ones everywhere, 
The Gardener is Jesus, who tends them with care. 
First Younger Child— 
In the garden of Jesus, a rosebud I’d be, 
With my heart always sweet with His great love 
for me. 
Second Younger Child— : 
And for Jesus I’d be like a daisy so dear, 
Helping always to add to some other folks’ cheer. 
Third Younger Child— 
And I’d be a buttercup, happy and glad. 
Because Jesus loves me, I cannot be sad. 
Fourth Younger Child— 
To be like a pansy for Jésus, I'll try, . 
And help folks to think of our Father on high. 
Fifth Younger Child— , 
And I'd love to be like a lily so white, utes 
With my heart kept by Jesus all clean in His sight. 
Sixth Younger Child— ’ 
Like the sunshiny dandelions, I’ll try to shine 
For Jesus each day in that corner of mine. 
Seventh Younger Child— 
If I had my choice, in God’s garden I would 
Be just like a violet, gentle and g 
Second Older Child— 
For the gardener who loves them, the gardens 
bloom fair ; 
And Jesus, our Gardener, with sweet, loving care, 
Will tend His child-gardens, and’ we can but try 
To live and to bloom for our Gardener on high. 
First Older Child— : 

“Those that be planted in the house of the Lord 
shall flourish in the courts of our God” (Psa. 92: 
13), “As gardens by the river’s side . . . which the 
Lord hath planted” (Num. 24:6). 


Sonc By ALL THE CHILDREN. 
(Tune, “Jesus Loves Me.) 


Like the flowers, bright and gay, 
We will praise our Lord today. 
Like the flowers, we will grow, 
Glad because He loves us so. 


Growing for Jesus, growing for Jesus, 
Growing for Jesus, Secutune He loves us so. 


ae BY THE Junior DEPpARTMENT—“Growing Every 
ay.” 
(Tune, “Trust and Obey.”) 


We would grow every day, - 
In our work and our play, 
As God’s children, would grow in His grace. 
As we love Him, we know 
Then aright we will grow, 
In the favor and light of His face. 


Chorus 
Grow every day, 
In God’s own blessed way, 
More and more like our Saviour, 
As we grow every day. 


As the flowers to the sun, 
We would turn every one 

Unto Jesus, God’s Heaven-sent Light. 
In each heart let the beam 
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Of His love warmly stream, 
Ever grow in that sunshine so bright. (Cho.) 


As we open our heart; 
God the growth will impart, 
By the life-giving power of His love. 
More and more then each day 
We His care shail repay, 
As we grow more like Jesus above. (Cho.) 


EXERCISE BY CHILDREN OF THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT— 
“He Careth for All.” 


(Each child carries flowers or green branches.) 


First Child— 
All the birds and the bees, 
All the flowers. and the trees, 
The soft shower and clear shining sun, 
O’er God's earth everywhere 
His aby glory declare, 
Who has made and preserves every one, 


Second Child— 
He sends down the soft showers 
On thé grass and the flowers, : 
And He waters the hills from on high. 
All His creatures find drink 
At the o’erflowing brink ; 
. Of the springs in the valleys that lie. 


Third Child— 
In the heavens that praise 
Their Creator always, 
There the sun God has set in its place, 
for for all things below 
n the warmth of its glow,: 
Life and light in the smile of its face. 


Fourth Child— 
Like a soft robe of green, 
Over wide fields is seen : 
Tender grass that for cattle God gives, 
Herbs and plants too besides 
That God’s goodness provides, R 
Gifts by which man is nourished and lives, 
Fifth Child— 
Full_of sap are the trees 
As they wave in the breeze, 
Trees God planted o’er valley and mount, 
For man’s need and man’s rest, 
For the bird’s sheltered nest, 
Finding life in God’s ever-filled fount. 
Sixth Child— 
All the flowers so fair 
Sweetly tell of His care, 
In their beauty and glory arrayed. 
He who so clothes the flowers, 
Knows of each need of ours, 
And responds with His all-loving aid. 
Seventh Child— 
As the birds soar and sing, 
Word of God’s care they bring, ‘ 
Who the food for each small bird supplies. 
If He notes one bird’s fall, \ 
He will hear each child’s call 
ho on His tender mercy relies. 


All the Children— 
“The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies 
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are over all his works” (Psa. 145:9). . “How ex- 
cellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the 
children of men put their trust under the shadow of 
thy wings” (Psa. 36: 7). 


ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OFFERING. 


OFFERTORY PRAYER— 
Our Father in Heaven, before Thee we bow, 
And ask Thee to bless all the gifts we bring now. 
All gladly to Thee do we give them, for Thou, 
Our Father, hast given us all. 


Hymn By THE ScHoot—“Growing for Jesus.” 
(Tune, “Blessed Assurance.”) 


Growing for Jesus, trusting His grace, 
Growing for Jesus, seeking His face; 
Looking to Him, whose love shines so bright, 
Finding in Him our joy and delight. 


Chorus 
Growing for Jesus, this is our prayer, 
More of His service daily to share, P 
More of His patience, more of His love; 
Growing like Him, our Saviour -above. 


Growing for Jesus, growing each day, 

Longing to learn more of His blessed way, 
Learning our love and service to give, 
Growing like Him for others to live. (Cho.) 


Growing for Jesus, giving our heart 

Into His care, to fill every part. 

Growing for Jesus, for Him alone, 

All that we have and are for His own. (Cho.) 


ADDRESS BY THE PASTOR OR SUPERINTENDENT. 


Ciosinc HyMn By THE ScHOooL—“Shine Down Upon 
Us, Jesus, Shine.” 


(Tune, “O Mother Dear Jerusalem.”) 


Shine down upon us, Jesus, shine, 
Out from Thy Heaven above, 

And warm these inmost hearts of ours 
With Thy clear beams of love. 

Then shall our Iives to Thee alone 
In glad response be won, 

And forth to life and beauty spring, 
As flowerets to the sun. 


Shed Thou upon our thirsting souls 
Thy soft, refreshing showers, 

That heavenly graces bud and bloom 
Within these hearts of ours. 

Come down like rain upon the grass, 
That wakes to life anew; 

And lives that else would droop and die 
Wake Thou to beauty, too. 


For in Thy eglory and Thy grace, 
Christ, the Sun Thou art, 

And Thou to all Thy children here 
Alone canst life impart; 

And like the morning dew art Thou 
Upon the parchéd ground, 

And in the streams that flow from Thee, 
Alone may life be found. 


BENEDICTION. 
PHILADELPHIA, 








A Farm Mother’s Letters to College Students 


15. A Business Proposition 














Skylight Farm. 
Dear CoLiece Boy: 


I’ve been thinking for some time I ought to pass on | 


to you a tip that has come to me which may enable 
you to lay up something for your old age. I know old 
age looks a long way off to you. Just the other day 
I heard, by way of the radio, a wisecrack to the effect 
that “you will never be young but once, and if you 
work it right once will be enough.” That is really 
profound philosophy and as capable of a variety of 
interpretations as were the oracles of old. 

I suppose few of you deal much in futures, though 
of course you are familiar with the trite saying that 
there is no such thing as a sure thing, the irresistible 
lure of speculation arising, I suppose, from the very 
fact that it deals with uncertainties. But surely the 
most stout-hearted soldier of fortune would hardly 
be so improvident as to turn his back flatly upon a 
proposition that could positively guarantee liberal re- 
turns in old age, beside a fair rate of interest from 
the date of investment. For of course this proposition 
calls for investment. Salvation is the only security I 
know of where one actually receives something for 
nothing. 

Now I honestly believe this little veyture I am talk- 
ing about is absolutely a “sure thing,” and furthermore, 
that it really offers the maximum of return for the 
minimum of expenditure. You need never put into 
it more than your surplus in order to receive some day 
most surprising dividends, and that surplus may be 
only of such unmerchantable assets as cheerful cour- 
tesy, and human interest. Like most enterprises, how- 
ever, I suppose it will prove true that the more you 
invest the more liberal will be your share of the 
dividends. Whether there is any point of diminishing 





returns I cannot say. I never heard of anyone who 
had actually ventured as far as that. 

_Before I lay this proposition before you, I want to 
cite you an instance or two that appeal to me as really 
tragic where people within the circle of my personal 
acquaintance are in desperate straits in middle or later 
life simply because they did not have the vision long 
ago to make this sort of provision for the future. - You 
may say that the motives to which I am appealing’ are 

y no means of the highest order. It may be true. If 
I have the correct understanding of our Lord’s mean- 
ing he must appear to the casual, superficial reader to 
be taking just such a standpoint in that most difficult 
of parables, The Unjust Steward (Luke 16: 1-13). 
That there is a deeper spiritual significance to his 
words follows naturally because it was our Lord 
speaking, and to him there was no such distinction as 
secular and spiritual. Dr. Edersheim sagely remarks, 
“To the secular nothing is spiritual; and to the spir- 
itual nothing is secular.” Even so, to this project 
which I am attempting to promote, one might truth- 
fully apply the old rabbinic saying, that there are cer- 
tain graces of which a man enjoys the earnings here, 
while the capital remains for the next world. ‘ 

To my illustrations, then. There usually comes for 
the farmer, at least here in the Middle West where 
farming is mostly diversified, a certain time at the 
height of the summer season when three or four differ- 
ent jobs are all demanding immediate attention. Corn 
is growing inches in a single night and must be laid 
by with all possible speed; clover and alfalfa are just 
right for the mower; and oats have reached that criti- 
cal stage where a single day’s delay may mean ruin 
for the whole crop. Mowers are clicking long after 
quitting time. Sometimes the whine of a distant 
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tractor is tobe heard after the moon comes up. I always 
wish certain wiseheads who prate about the inefficiency 
of the farmer could see how these splendid, stalwart 
neighbors of mine drive ‘ahead day ‘and night and 
straighten out the seemingly impossible tangle. The 
farm is no place for a piker, but now and then we 
have them. 

Last summer brought one of the most rushing sea- 
sons we have known. We have one neighbor: who is 
ynfortunately very nearsighted. He never can see far 
beyond his own line fence. Anything he has for sale 
always looms large and beautiful compared to that 
of his neighbor. His own hard luck always has for 
him a peculiar pathos. When he asks for a favor 
there is always a hint of a whine in his tone. He came 
over one morning to borrow the hayloader. Head of 
the House remarked that the oats would soon be dead 
ripe. “Yes,” said our neighbor, “that’s what Johnson 
says. I guess he’s in’ a hurry to get at his; but he 
 sbrgrers to help me with my hay, and I’m going to 

old him to it.” He grinned unpleasantly. Misfor- 
tunes have been overtaking this neighbor of mine 
very persistently within the past few years. I am ex- 
ceedingly sorry for him. But whenever I think of 
him I can hear that self-pitying whine. I-never knew 
him once to consider the other fellow’s interest before 
his own. Now when his need is very great his credit 
has dwindled to the vanishing point. Relatives who 
were his mainstay have been almost wrecked by his 
selfish parasitism. I can see nothing ahead for him 
but disaster. And I fear he has made no friends by 
means of the mammon of unrighteousness against the 
day of his failure. 

Another instance which occurs to me is of a type 
so different that at first glance you may think there 
is no parallel between the two. I.know and admire 
a certain person who in his old age is‘in dire straits. 
He has never been whining or inefficient. On the 
contrary, he has always been so impersonal about his 
work that many people coldly pronounce him positively 
unhuman. Every one who comes in contacf*"with him 
is at once impressed with his intellect. Very few have 
ever seen his heart.. I happened to discover a number 
of years ago that he has a most sensitive one, that 
he really craves the sympathy and affection that he 
seems to despise. Just why human nature should be 
so contradictory I do not know. I suppose psychol- 
ogists would talk learnedly about early inhibitions. At 
any rate this person has always accomplished a vast 
amount of work and done it brilliantly, meanwhile 
making his associates as uncomfortable as if working 
overtime in a cold storage plant. Came a time of 
ill health when he strove to maintain his efficiency 
against odds. ‘He had, because of his ability, been 
permitted to work past the customary deadline. At 
the end of the fiscal year he was dismissed. The 
same catastrophe had threatened some years before, 
but his friends had brought pressure to bear pleading 
his unusual gifts and the crisis had been averted. This 
time when they tried the same tactics they encountered 
a stone wall. They were told, “His efficiency is 
greatly decreased by age and poor health. Worst of 
all, no one in his department can get along wich him.” 
Unfortunately his life work has not been of the sort 
to insure a competence for old age. The tragedy of 
it! Thrown aside like a squeezed lemon.. And who 
of his friends can say to him, “I know your worth; 
I know your place can hardly be filled by another; 
but you have been hard and unlovable and unlivable; 
you must take your medicine”? 

A college boy was telling me the other day of a 
silly prank some ef the fellows played with a whiskey 
flask filed with concentrated ammonia. “It was 
funny,” he said, “to see how differently the different 
fellows took it. R-—- was so mad he was dangerous 
for a minute. It was righteous wrath, too. He was 
furious to think somebody had brought forbidden stuff 
into the house. But I said to him, ‘R—, you got to 
learn to hang onto that temper of yours.’ That’s 
the biggest. thing we’ve all got to learn here, how to 
control ourselves and get on with the rest.” 

Didn’t he speak the truth? And are not the chil- 
dren of this world.often wiser in their generation than 
the children of light? Even Solomon Levi in one of 
those dingy little stores down on the river front makes 
a study of human nature and tries hard to be ingra- 


tiating. True, he doesn’t.always get by with it, but . 


the very earnestness of his attempt affords food for 
thought. An evangelist not long. since invited our 
village high school en masse to his. meeting. He began 
by extolling the qualities of the youth of today, but 
when the invitation was given and no one responded 
he lost his temper and told them they were headed 
straight for perdition. One couldn't help wishing 
he had been a more careful student of human nature. 

Make to yourselves friends by every legitimate 
means in your power. Learn to look through your 
neighbor’s eyes, 
afford to do without the love of his fellows. Love, 
like godliness, is profitable for the life that now is 
and for that which is to come. And you can pick up 
a little of it at a bargain any day. Spend and be spent, 
then, gladly for your fellows. It pays. 


Your friend, 
A Farm MoruHer. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 
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* follow Modernism. 


Noné of us is so gifted that he can. 


Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
‘delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published ‘in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: The Times condemns the Modernists, 
yet I wonder if it knows how it helps one Modernist child? 
Mother Ruth, I am in a quandary. My father is a 
minister of the Gospel, and an evolutionist, and as long 
as I was at the age where I believed my parents wére 
right in all things, I was an evolutionist also. But last 
fall I took a teacher-training course and my Old Testa- 
ment teacher’ was a Modernist of the Modernists. I had 
always ridiculed the idea of taking the whole Bible liter- 
ally. But this man said so many perfectly preposterous 
things, as that Abraham and Moses worshiped two differ- 
ent Gods; that the Ten Comrhandments we study today 
are not those given to. Moses. on Sinai; that Solomon’s 
Temple was only a private chapel of one of his many 
wives, and that.people are terribly naive who think that, 
if they ‘give’ to God, he will abundantly care for them. 
Those questions worried me, and I talked to my father 
about them. He then began to explain where he drew the 
line, but, Mother Ruth, I don’t see how any line can be 
drawn, and I had a reaction from the beliefs in which 
I had been brought up. 

Now in our home along with Modernism there has been 
worldliness, absence of the family altar, formality in re- 
ligion, and pride in intellect, together with scorn for evan- 
gelistic work, which my father classes as low brow. Our 
chufch was .ather running down, and just to create a 
sensation, and nothing else, father did something he hadn't 
done for years, called an evangelist to hold a meeting. 
He joked about it a lot at home, but the evangelist and 
his wife were. wonderfully consecrated people, and after 
one‘ memorable prayer-meeting, I was won over to this 
method of soul ‘winning. Then» my dearest friend was 
converted. I knew at that moment what true happiness 
was. 
until more were ready, that she was only making @ sen- 
sation. Her parents were not Christians and. were against 
her taking this step, and he, thought she should. wait till 
she was eighteen, on that account. But, Mother Ruth, I 


saw her under conviction, and do not see how sheould . 


have put off the Spirit two years. 

I have dedicated myself to’ Christian work, but my 
folks are against it. I should like to try to have family 
worship, but the attitude they have toward my quiet hour 
makes me hesitate. Mother teases, saying I must tell my 
beads before I go to bed, and they frequently interrupt 
me when I am on my knees. Frequently we quarrel about 
it. In fully surrendering myself, I have decided to let my 
hair grow, as soon as the top shingle grows, and I have 
given up shows and rouge and such things. My folks 
think I am fanatical, I am dissatisfied with the denomina- 
tion I am in, and long for others in which there is less 
formalism and more spirituality. Our prayer-meetings are 
not much more than ethical club meetings, while L have 
gone to other prayer-meetings where I found something 
my heart was hungry for. Now, Mother Ruth, I am twenty 
years old and I feel I am old enough to act according to 
my own conscience in religious matters. I have to make 
trips to the library to read The Sunday School Times in 
secret as though it was a dime novel. If I could just find 
a way to earn my own living and be independent, it would 
be faf easier. Will you pray for my father and my mother 
and two brothers who are drifting farther away from God? 
—A DISCOURAGED CHRISTIAN. 


M* DEAR GIRL: Oh, rejoice that God is calling 
you to higher things in him, and is showing you 
the real and the true way. Just how to tell you to 
walk would be difficult, if it were not that God will 
walk with you, and each step will be ordered by him. 
If you are consecrated yourself to him, just continue to 
trust him, and do not allow the evil one to suggest to 
you the things you are to do. That Quiet Hour can 
become the power of almighty God to transform the 
whole family. Now be sweet and refuse to quarrel, 
as you say you do sometimes. You know “it takes 
two to make a quarrel,” so be ever ready with the 
“soft answer” which “turneth away wrath: but griev- 
ous words stir up anger” (Prov. 15:1). You have the 
privilege of exemplifying’ the Christ you profess to 
claim in all his fullness. Oh, my dear, seize this oppor- 
tunity and let Christ use you to his honor and glory. 
Of course “‘worldliness, absence of the family altar, 
formality in religion,’ and all that you have named 
Such things are always the 
result of going away from God and turning away from 
the Word ot God, from the standard, “Thus saith the 
Lord.” I am so glad for the opening of your eyes 
and your acceptance‘ of the truth in your own life, 
for now you will “grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ.” Read Ephesians 4: 
14, 15. You will find that you will be led to give up 
different forms ‘of ungodliness, so be not afraid, but 
in “quietness and in confidence shall be your strength” 
(Isa. 30:15). It will prepare you for the work you 
feel the Lord wishes you to do. Do not be anxious, 
God will open your way, and will prove himself able 
to’conquer for you all difficulties. Do not try to rush 
away from where you are, unless led to do so by the 
Lord. You have a work to do right there, no doubt. 
And what greater blessing could come to you, than 


“Of-a soul! 
.your. constant prayer that God through his. ‘Holy 


My father railed and said she could have waited . 





to bring a change in your family life, your own loved 
ones, and have them saved fr the depths of sin- 
fulness into which they have fallen? Oh, the value 
Who can estimate it? Therefore, make it 


Spirit will convict them of their sin of doubting his 
Holy Word and turning aside from his love and shed 
blood. In Hebrews 10: 26, 27 we are told just how 
those who so treat him are considered. So- you have 
a great opportunity to win your family back to God, 
and it can be done through the power of prayer and 
righteous living. 

Now as to the thought of denomination, You, in 
all probability, will never find one that will entirely 
suit you. We are te show forth the light: of our - 
Saviour wherever we are. Do not become satisfied if 
God has a work for you to do. Missionaries who go 
to the foreign field and to the home*missionary centers 
must work .and live the life of a messenger. of the 
cross, amid those who know him not, and who despise 
him if they do know of him. So we who are at home 
in the churches, where doubt is so prevalent, must 

ld up the standard of our Lord and permit them to 
call us peculiar, and fanatical, and a “little off,” and 
many more names with which you are familiar. But 
we'are to be so endued with his grace that-we can 
“stand” in the faith, Take the sixth chapter of Ephe- 
sians and, beginning with the tenth verse, read through 
the eighteenth verse until you feel the thrill ‘and the 
power of that passage. If you have a Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible, you will find in among these verses the 
headings, “The warfare of Spirit-filled believers,” “The 
warrior’s foes,” “The warrior’s resource.” 

You are not alone in this experience. Remember, 
Christ is in you and will be your guide and helper, so 
that you will not need to fall-nor be overcome.. It is 
so gloriaus ta be with One who has never known de- 
feat, but who is a Conqueror, and who pledges you the ' 
resources of Heaven, so that you may win. this battle 
in your life. God help you to be “‘stedfast, unmovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” 
(1 Cor. 15: 58); s 


- Bishop Taylor Smith's Story of 
the Boys and the Slot Machines 


A reader of The Sunday School Times in Belfast, Ireland, 
writes a most interesting personal letter to the Editor, 
and includes the following, which readers will welcome: 


WOUWED tike to tell you a story I heard Bishop 

Taylor Smith tell in the Y. M. C. A. in Belfast a 
couple of weeks ago. 

Perhaps yeu know he was Chaplain General over 
all chaplains in the British Army, up until a few years 
ago, when he retired on pension. 

‘He has trayeled practically all over the world, and 
is now on his way to Cairo to journey from there to 
the Cape, lecturing tg universities, missionary insti- 
tutes, and the like. He is a fine speaker, of fine appear- 
ance, a great believer in prayer, and is 10d percent 
roar on the great truths which are being assailed 
t fe 
Just after leaving our city he was one of the chief 
speakers in London at the annual meeting of the Bible «’ 
Testimony League. The late F. B. Meyer was an- 
other. The address which I listened to was on “De- 
cision and Direction,” and was based on Lot’s decision 
to occupy the valley of the Jordan, the direction being 
toward Sodom, and Daniel’s decision that he would 
not defile himself, the direction clearly indicated in 
his case by the window open toward Jerusalem. This 
is the story which so impressed me that I am sending 
it to you, ' 

Just two weeks before coming over to Belfast, he 
was in a train in Euston, one of London’s big railway 
stations. He saw two very small boys trying to put 
pennies into a slot machine. They: were so small that 
even though one tried to push the other up, they 
couldn’t reach the slot. Then a-big policeman came 
up and asked them what they-wanted: . They told 
him they were trying to get some chocolate. 

“Well,” said he, “there’s no hope there, for if you 
did manage to get your pennies in there you would 
lose all. That’s a platform ticket ‘machine: Come 
with me.” And taking the two little ones by the hand 
he brought them to the right machine, lifted one and 


‘then the other up to put in their pennies, and get what 


they_ wanted. 

The bishop saw this interesting little scene, and 
I wish you had heard him telling of how people seek 
satisfaction from the wrong sources, and the utter 
uselessness of doing anything for our own salvation, 
or of anyone else doing it for us, like the one boy 
trying to help the other. And then of how. those two 
little chaps, without the least fear, placed themselves 
unreservedly in the big policeman’s hands, and it was 
all done for them! He told all about the Cross and 
the Blood in such a beautiful: way, leaving us in no 
manner of doubt that it was the one and only way to 
obtain satisfaction and daily power. How glorious 
to hear a man over sixty-five who-has mixed with 
hundreds of thousands of men all over the world, in 
peace and. at least in two wars, bearing such loyal 
testimony to the truth as it is in Christ Jesus! 
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LESSON’6.. MAY 12. THE EARLY MINISTRY OF JEREMIAH 


International Uniform Lesson.—Jeremiah 1: 1-10; 6: 10, 11; 8:18; 9:2; 26: 1-24 


etna 


Golden Text.—We must obey God rather than men.—Acts § : 29 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword ; 
Father, I know that all my life 
Is portioned out for me; 
the changes that are sure to come 
I do not fear to see: 
But.1 ask Thee for a 


resent mind, 
Intent on pleasing 


ee. 
—Anna L. Waring. 


AST week’s lesson took us to the reign of Josiah, 
L and the reformation which he was used of God 
to inaugurate. Jeremiah’s call came in_ the 
thirteenth year of Josiah’s reign (Jer. 1:2). Last 
week showed us the godly king and his ministers of 
state preparing for.the great work. This week shows 
us God’s call coming to a single individual to arise and 
take his part in the task. It is noteworthy that just 
when Judah’s glory was sinking in. the dark eclipse 
of its own apostasy, prophecy sent forth its brightest 
“beams, so that the people were without excuse. 

But this also means that the prophet was not the 
child of his own age, or. the product of the nation’s 
piety. The prophets. were not produced by Israel any 
more than the apostles were produced by the church. 
In both. cases the holy men of old were prepared and 
sent. by God to a disobedient and gainsaying people. 


Verse by Verse 


Jeremiah 1:6.—I know not how to speak. God's 
came to Jeremiah by means of inspiration. It 

was flo product of his own reflective musing. Note, 
too, the reluctance to undertake the task which God 
wished ‘to assign to him. True prophecy never came 
as the result of any man’s following his own ambi- 
tions. And all true work for God must still be marked 
by the same absence of self-seeking.. It will be well 
fer us ¢ach to ask the Lord ‘to search: our own hearts 
as to how far this’ is the case in our Sunday-school 
work, Jeremiah evidently felt a. great reluctance to 
undertake the work. And coupled with this, he also 
felt irresistibly that the Lord was calling him to do it. 
Cempare the analogous case of Moses (Exod. 4: 10- 
12). -Fo go with any motive of self-seeking in any 
of its: forms, however lurking and unconfessed, is 
blasphemy. Fo refuse to go is disobedience. The 
Spirit-filled teachet’s. prayer will ever be Psalm 139: 


2 DS 

L am a child.’ Compare Matthew 11:25. Observe, 
therefore, how God ‘confirmed the’ reality of the call 
to. Jeremiah’s own soul by the two. visions of verses 
ia: to. 19. Jeremiah’s appointment to be a prophet for 
the nations follows upon a decree of Gods, fixed be- 
fore he was born. It invests life with a special sense 
of solemnity and responsibility -to recollect that it is 
all thus planned out béforehand by a Father’s love. 
This is true of all men, but very specially of those 
who have been chosen by God to be extraordinary 
instruments of his grace, as Paul (Gal. 1:15). 

Verse 7.—Thow shalt: go... Thus Jeremiah is to be 
merely a. messenger delivéring the message with which 
God’ had entrusted him. This is essentially the pro- 
phetic office. So compare: the- Latin word missionary 
and the Greek word apostle, both of which mean one 
who is sent. Jeremiah is to go only to those persons 
or peoples to whom the Lord»sends him. And he is 
to say only. what. the Lord commands him to say. This 
must also be true of us if we are to be true workers 
together with. God. God’s appointment may come to 
us through the invitation of superintendent or minis- 
ter, or through the ordinary course of particularly 
arranged lessons. But ‘unless both appointment and 
assignment are of him, our work will be shorn of its 
dependence upon: God, and will therefore lack both joy 
and’ power. 

Verse 9.—Jehovah put forth his hand. Compare 
Isaiah 6:7. Prophecy is a spiritual gift (1 Cor. 14: 
1). And this is so whether we consider prophecy in 
its lesser or its greater form. When we teach our 
pupils on Sunday it is prophecy.. Therefore we need 
to seek nothing less ‘than the divine gift ‘of the Spirit 
for it (1 Cor. 14:3). This is prophecy in the lesser 
degree. Prophecy in the greater degree is now for- 
ever closed’ (Rev. 22:18).. And all our prophesying 
must continually be checked by reference to God's 
Word. For the greater gift of prophecy, compare 2 
Peter 1: 21. 
and doing. The touch of God’s hand for Jeremiah was 
a tangible pledge of his inspiration. The act was a 
real occurrence, taking ‘place,’ however, not in the 
earthly, corporeal sphere, but experienced in the spir- 
itual; and partaking of the nature of ecstasy. 


Verse 10—The Word of the Lord is a power that 





The hand is the instrument of making’ 


% 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 26: 1-7. 
rimary Topic: Doing Hard Things for God. 
“ Lesson Material gk wT 26 : 8-z5. 
Memory Verse: I can do all things in him that strengtheneth 
ee 43.3%, aru Sie 
J Lesson. Material: Jeremiah: : 1-10; 6: 10, 22; 8: 18; 9:2; 
26; 1-24. 
Stemery. Verse $ Enllppiane 4: 13. 


Intermediate and Senior : Taking a Stand fer God. 
Topic for Yuna People and Adults: Fidelity in the Face of 
culties. 











a 
The portion of the text indicated by. the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 36-10; 26: 8-15 

1:6 Then said I, Ah, Lord Jehovah! behold, 1 know not 
how to speak; for I ama child. 7 But Jehovah said unto me, 
Say not, I am a child; for 1 to whomsoever I shall send thee 
thou shalt go, and whatsoever I-shall command thee thou 
shalt speak. & Be not afraid because of them; for I am with 
thee to deliver thee, saith Jehovah. % Then Jehovah put 
forth his hand, and touched my mouth; and Jehovah said 
unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth: 10 see, 
I have this day set thee over the nations: and over the king- 
doms, to pluck up and to break down and to destroy and to 
overthrow, to build and to plant. 


26: 8 And it came to. pass, when Jeremiah had made an end 
of speaking all that Jehovah. had commanded him to speak 
unto all the people, that the priests and the prophets and all 
the people laid hold on him, saying, Thou shalt surely die. 
9 Why hast thou prophesied in the name of Jehovah, saying, 
This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be deso- 
late, without inhabitant? And all the people were gathered 
unto Jeremiah in the house of Jehovah. 

10 And when the princes of Judah heard these things, 


they 
“came up from the king’s.house unto the house of Jehovah; 


and they sat in the entry of the new gate of Jehovah's house. 
1 Then: spake the priests and the unto the princes 


, prophets 
and to all the:people, saying, This man is worthy of death; for 


he hath prophesied against this city, as ye have heard with 
your ears. 12 Phen spake Jeremiah unto all the princes and 
to all the people, saying, Jehovah sent me to prophesy 
against this house and against this city all the words that 
ye have heard, 13 Now therefore amend your ways and your 
doings, and obey the voice of Jehovah your God; and Jehevah 
will repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced against 
you. 14 But as for me, behold, I am in your hand: do with me 


that, if ye put me to death, ye will bring innecent 
blood upon; yourselves, and upon this city, and upon the in- 
habitants thereof; for of a truth Jehovah hath sent me unto 
you’ to speak all these words inf your ears. 

2Qr, on whatsoever errand. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
in italic, and are supptied to make sense. 


American Revision éopyright, tgo1, by Thomas Nelson & Sone. 








carries out his will and accomplishes that whereto. he 
sends it (Isa. 55:11). Against this power nothing 
earthly can stand, It is: a hammer that breaks rocks 
in. pieces (Jer. 23:29): What is here said of the 
word to be proclatmed”by. Jeremiah is said: of God him- 
self in. Jeremiah 31: 28. Its power is to show itself in 
two ways, in destruction and in construction. The de- 
struction is not set down'as a mere preliminary. It is 
fully set forth by means of four different words, 





The Child Jeremiah 
By Amos R. Wells 


\ EREMIAH was a child, he knew not how to 
speak. He felt he was an infant, so ignorant 
and weak; he felt he was an infant of feeble 

heart and hand, before Jehovah’s mighty. task, Je- 
hovah’s stern command. Said God to Jeremiah, 
**Say not, I am a child. With courage undis- 
mayed and. with spirit undefiled, you shall go where 
I send you, and speak what I shall say, and all that 
I command you shall daringly obey.** Said: God 
to Jeremiah, ‘‘Be only bold and true; go forth 
where’er I bid you, and I will go with you. Ill 
gird your speech with power, and fill your mouth 
with words as potent as the lightning and sharp as 
. tested swords.”” Jeremiah was a child, so witless 
' weak was he, so timorous and fearful and slow to make 
a plea; but when Jehovah touched his mouth the 
prophet’s soul arose, strong with a might majestic 
to meet unnumbered foes. Yes, when Jehovah 
touched his mouth the child became a man; ‘‘I 
dare not’* was forgotten and grew into ‘‘I can’’; 
the child became a monarch, mysteriously skilled to 
overthrow the nations, to plant them and to build. 
No longer irommen lives in Jerusalem, but stil} his 
werds are living and men give heed to them; for 
when a life is yielded to God's imperial. sway, it 
joins the Lord’s infinity and lives with him for aye, 





it, that we may fit into it. 








whereas the building is given only in two different 
words. This suggests that the labors of Jeremiah 
should consist primarily in proclaiming judgment upon 
the nations, 

We may observe that we have here a practical test 
of the difference between the greater and the lesser 
prophecy. The former is the Word of God which is 
quick and powerful (Heb. 4:12), actively doing its 
work and producing results. It is the Word of a 
King, and where that'is there is power. The lesser 
prophecy must be as truly the gift of God, as we have 
seen. But it is addressed to men in terms of appeal. 
And there the results of it must necessarily be con- 
ditioned by the kind of response that men’s hearts 
Rive it. 

Chapter 26:8.—Jeremiah’s special opponents were 
the priests and the prephets after their own hearts. 
But also they had a large following from among the 
people. It is these that are meant by the words, all 
the people. It is very solemn to remember that the 
principal opposition to the message of God came from 
among the professedly religious people. It was the 
same in our Lord’s case. And it is often the same 
today. 

The mob that gathered around Jeremiah had, of 
course, no legal authority, and therefore the matter 


. was properly. referred to the council of the princes 


(26: 10). The princes of Judah, since they came up into. 
the Temple from the palace, are the judicial officers. 

Verse 11.—This man is worthy of death; for he hath 
prophesied against the city. It was ever thus. The 
Hebrew people always regarded itself as peculiarly the 
people of God. This was true, for God had so priv- 
ileged them, But they then went on to the further 
conclusiun: that therefore God could not proceed to ex- 
tremes against the people whom he had chosen for him- 
self. And this was quite false (cf. Amos 2: 3). We have 
to beware lest the same spirit of antinomianism should 
creep in among ourselves. It is this spirit that is re-.. 
buked in Romans 6. We are God's children. Therefore 
he must forgive us. And therefore (how subtly the ar- . 
gument proceeds) it does not so much matter what we 
do or how we behave. 


Verse 12.—Jehovah. sent: me. Jefemiah was charged 
with the offense of being an anti-patriot. For’ his 
opponents, it was, My country, right or wrong. For 
Jeremiah, it was, God’s will. in: my country. There 
was no pleasure for Jeremiah in: prophesying against 
the Iand and the city he loved: And he takes this fresh 
opportunity, afforded by the session of the princes to 
judge his case, to put. before them a fresh plea for na- ° 
tional and. personal repentance. 


A Lesson- Outline 
1. God’s appointment of the-man 
2. God’s assignment of the task 
3. God’s assurance of help 
Golden Topice 


1. God’s chowe of our life work—I£ God has a 
plan for our life it is important that we should seek 
If we ask him he will 
certainly not allow us to go astray. Especially must 
se urge this consideration upon our older boys and 
girls. 

2. Christian work and its implications—Some of our 
older scholars may perhaps already be thinking about 
some form of distinctively Christian service:as their 
life work. To any such, this lesson affords an op- 
portunity of urging upon them a point of view of 
which they too often lose sight. There is a romance 
about the unknown.| And work for God seems to be 
so much more attractive than the well-known hum- 
drum tasks of everyday life. There is sometimes real 
danger lest a selfish desire to escape from the monot- 
ony of well-known tasks should be mistaken for the 
voice of God. The conviction that the call is of God 
must be greatly re-enforced if it brings with it also a 
sense of reluctance on our own part to respond to it. 
We must not give the impression that this reluctance 
must necessarily be present. But we can say that if it 


is present and is yet overcome it will add strength to 
the conviction of the call. 


3. The kind of service involved—Worth while serv- 
ice for Christ will always arouse opposition. For the 
world. is still saying, “We will not have this man to 
reign. over us.” And when the opposition breaks out, 
it means everything to the young worker to be quite 
sure that he has not started out at the impulse of his 
own desires, but that he has really been thrust forth 
by the Lord. If only the servant.is quite sure about 
that it will give him a calm confidence and certitude 
that no adversity can shake. 


4. The joys cnd sorrows of work for God.—These 
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two elements are always necessarily present, — joy 
when we see God’s loving purposes for avltfe;realized 
and responded to, sorrow when we see them disre- 
garded atid refused. Moreover, the refusal is apt, as in 
Jeremiah’s case, to express itself in antagonism and 
even hostility. Christ’s prophetic declaration concern- 
ing Paul was, “I will show him how many things he 
must suffer for my name’s sake” (Acts 9:16). And 
the witnesses for Christ prophesy in sackcloth (Rev. 
11:3). So it is well for each to understand at the 
outset something of what is involved in open loyalty 
to the Lord in the world as it is. 


5. God’s promise to his faithful servants—“Be not 
afraid ... for I am with thee” (1:8). The compan- 
ionship of Jehovah was to be the abundant compensa= 
tion to Jeremiah for all that his call would involve 
of suffering. Not otherwise is it today. Many of our 
young folks, even at home, have to endure ostracism 
and ridicule for the sake of Christ. So lead them to 
his promise in Matthew 10: 32. 


The Practical Aim 
The consecration of heart and life to the service 
of the Lord Jesus and of our fellow men. 
Final Word 
O it is hard to work for God, 
To rise and take his part 
Upon this battlefield of earth, 
And not sometimes lose heart! 


He hides himself so wondrously, 
As though there were no 
He is least seen when all 
Of ill are most abroad. 
But right is right, since God is God; 
And right the day must win; 
To doubt would be disloyalty, 
To falter would be sin. 


the powers, 


—F. W. Faber. 
Tunsripvce Weuts, Ene. 


4 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


.The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their rescue stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. kew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


ENTION an earlier leader of Israel who hesitated 
when God called him to ministry for him. 


2. In what respect was Jeremiah—different from this 
leader ? 


3. How was Jeremiah’s consecration for service like 
that of Isaiah 


4. Under what kings did Jeremiah prophesy? 
5. What do we know of Jeremiah’s father? 
6. How long did Jeremiah’s ministry of prophecy last? 


7. What was the only encouragement, in state affairs, 
that ever helped Jeremiah? 

8. Wherein was Paul like Jeremiah in his experiences ? 

9. Humanly speaking was Jeremiah or Paul the more 
to be pitied? Why? 

10. What -seems the truest interpretation of Jeremiah’s 
often recorded tears? 


11. What is the true source (in ourselves) of courage- 
ous testimony for Christ ? 

12. What-is the source of the faith necessary to courage, 
and how can we have it? ; 

13. As an aid to boldness in speaking it, how may we 
be confirmed, ourselves, beyond doubt in the truth? 

t4. What should be our attitude toward doubters and 
skeptics ? 

15. When in doubt as to our course, what brings abun- 
dance of illuminating light? 

16. From a human standpoint, what is the best evi- 
dence of sincerity in stating the truth 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are givep on one of the later pages of this issue, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


God’s Harid.—Be nut afraid because of them; for 
I am with thee (1:8). Rodin, the great sculptor, has 
modeled in bronze a wonderful statue. It is simply a 
great, marvelously made hand, reaching up out of a 
rough base at the wrist. Rodin calls it “God’s ‘Hand.” 
The fingers are opened apart and it is gently holding 
the suggestion of two human figures. He has a com- 
panion piece something like it which he calls “The 
Devil’s Hand.” It is as mean-a hand as the former 
is generous. I saw these hands in the Mastbaum col- 
lection in Philadelphia. I stood and looked a long 
while at that splendid hand of God. This is the hand 
that God put upon the shoulder of his servant Jere- 
miah. I have two notebooks in my pocket as I write, 
an old one and a newer one. On the flyleaf of each 


is written the words you will find in Deuteronomy 


é 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the - 
year mee be bad from The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
acopy, or $1 a dozen. 
1, April 7—The Ministry of Isaiah. 
Isa. 6: 1-13; 7 3 I-17; 20: 1-6; 38: 1-24 
2. April 14.—Hezekiah Leads His People Back to God. 
2 Chron. 30 : 1-27 
3. April 21.—Comfort for God’s People .......... Isa. 40 : 1-11 
4. April 2.—The Suffering Servant of Jehovah. 
Isa, 52: 13 to §3 :12 
Temple. 
2 Chron. 34 : 1-33 
6. May 12—The Early Ministry of Jeremiah. 
Jer. 1: 1-10;-6: 16, 12; 8:18; 9:2; 26 : 1-24 
May 19.—Jeremiah Calis to Obédience ......Jer. 7 : 1-26 
May 26.—G6d's Law’in the Heart. 
Jer. 31: 1-40; John 1:17; Heb. 8 7-13 
9. June 2—Later Expérietices of Jeremiah. 
Jer. 20: 1-6; 37:1 to 38 : 28; 43: 1-7 
10. Jutie 9.—The Story of the Rechabités. (Temperance 
LeSsom.) .......-e008 jooences Qobocbes cetecters =. -J€f. 35 3 1-19 
11. June 16—Judah Taken Captive ......... 2 Kings \s : 1-21 
12. Juhe23.—A Psalm of Praise ............ ++e++Psa. 103 : 1-28 
13. June go.—Review: Prophets and Kitgs of Judah’s Decline. 


Nien atid — 


This is the text I often put upon letters I write 
to friends and acquaintances. For me it is God’s 
hand* on my shoulder. It is the text with which I 
enter a man’s office. It is the secret of me. I believe 
it was the secret of Jeremiah and the Old Testament 
worthies. Indeed the “I am with thee” was also the 
secret of Paul (Acts 18:10; 27:23). It is great to 
have Him with you. We have found out in recent 
years that the sense of God’s presence was the secret 
of the strength of Washington and Lincoln and Lee in 
the dark hours that came to them. I have about come 
to the place where I am convinced that when the busi- 
ness life fails, when the professional life fails, when 
the family life fails, when the artisan life fails, right 
here is that lack which is the cause of that failure. 


In Eastern Pennsylvania.—/ have this day set thee 
over the nations ... to pluck up and to break down, 
... to build and to plant (v. 10). Head of the depart- 
ment of what? Architecture and Agriculture. With 
power to act. That surely was some position in a 
nation for just a poor old preacher! And I am just 
wondering a little bit whether this same power is not 


5. May 5.—What Hilkiah Found in the 
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31:6. 


still in the church. Nor am I thinking of the Pope 


over in Europe or the Great Llama over in Asia, but 
just the everyday “country parson” (Isa. 62:6, 7; Jer. 
23:4). With no other weapons than the promise and 
the pulpit they really control the building and the 
breaking and the planting and the plucking. For in- 
stance: About one hundred and fifty years ago France, 
under the spell of V6ltaire and others like him, cut 
loose from her clergy. Then the breaking down and the 
plucking up came, nearly ending poor old France with 
her best young manhood ground up in the Napoleonic 
war mill, and her young women,—oh, well! When 
you find a community where the religious life is at 
low ebb you usually find a pretty “dead’ town with no 
building, and a countryside with no progress. Contrai- 
wise: Eastern Pennsylvania is largely peopled by the 
broad-brimmed and white-capped godly Germans and the 
shorter-catechized Scotch Irish, with a good sprinkling 
of the plain Friends called Quakers. Suppose you turn 
Aunt Betsy’s nose on to the William Penn or Lincoln 
Highway and come over and see for yourself some 
day! Great duuble-decker barns on the acres and 
pressed brick homes “abuilding” in all the crossroad 
villages, while as for “planting,’”—the brown fields 
are animate with plows, drills, and tractors. There 
is little Churchtown nestling on its hilltop, with its 
two hundred population sprinkled along the pike-and 
glorying in its four churches which are set there 
keeping watch and ward over the rich Conestoga Val- 
ley farms spread out all around. 


God’s Trairing.—Jehovah sent me to prePhesy exe 
against this city (26:12). This matter of prophesying 
against his own city must have been one of the “tough- 


est” jobs Jeremiah was ever called upon to undertake. - 


Wouldn’t it hurt you now to have to do this for your 
own home town? Did you note the title of this les- 
son? The Earty Ministry of Jeremiah. He gets the 
hard job right at the start. There are other “early 
ministries” (Exod. 3:10, 11; Acts 9:20). “Doctor, 
where did you start in?” I asked Dr. Floyd Tomkins, 
one of Philadelphia’s greatest Episcopal rectors and 
Sunday-school lesson writers. “Out in Colorado,” he 
replied. Then followed an amusing and graphic story 
of.b-d b-gs, wild men and wilder women, plus other 
hardships. Ali these were getting him ready for his 
wonderful niinistry by pulpit and pen in Philadelphia. 
The older-ante-automobile-days readers of the Corner 
may remember the country parson who wrote me in his 
sore trouble of an “early ministry.” He served two con- 
gregations ten miles or so apart. It was his custom to 
go to the distant church Saturday and preach Sunday 
morning, and in the afternoon take a train back to 
preach in the home church in the evening. Some of 
his people thought, and said, that it was wrong for 
the minister to ride on the cars on the Lord’s Day. 
So the poor: feliow, at the time he wrote me, was 
“hoofing” that ten miles for the night service. The 
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journey, especially in bad weather, was killing him. 
He asked me what to-do. -I told him the objectors had 
him. “If meat make my brother to offend” (1 Cor. 
8:13). “Call the congregation together,” I. wrote. 
“State the case. Tell them Ridgway says, ‘Buy your 
minister a horse and buggy. Fill his barn with fodder. 
Hitch up or shut up.’” The minister wrote that the con- 
gregation voted unanimously that it was all right to ride 
on the train since it was coming along anyway!- This 
was some fifteen years ago. That country parson 
may have a big city church somewhere today. When 
you are in a hard-place with a disagreeable job, always 
remember that God has a way of training his best 
workers in just such ways. 


‘Coatisvitex, Pa. 


ye 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 
“By Charies Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., DD. 
Vice-President and. Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tur Paincipte or Compartson.—Train pupils 
to make c isons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











HE reticence of Jeremiah to undertake his min- 

istry and his self-depreciation are paralleled by the 
same attitude on the part of Moses, only Jeremiah 
seems not to have been so p:rsistent in his hesitancy 
and because of it did not bring upon himself the dis- 
pleasure of the Lord as Moses did. The promise of 
the Lord to be with him seems to have been assur- 
ance enough for him, as it was not for Moses. More- 
over, the command of the Lord not to be afraid 
reminds us of the similar exhortation to Joshua when 
he was called to take up the work of leadership, and 
Joshua’s ready acceptance of God’s call is like. unto 
Jeremiah’s. In another respect Jeremiah’s experience 
was more 1: :e that of Moses than Joshua, in that he 
ministered to a stubborn people who were not faithful 
to God as they were in the days of Joshua. Dr. 
Sampey says that Jeremia' has more to say of. stub- 
bornness than any other prophet. He also says that 
Jeremiah proclaims the doctrine of individual respon- 
sibility, a doctrine that Ezekiel emphasizes as does no 
other prophet. This cngacsts for us another compari- 
son should we wish to follow it out. We might, have 
noted also a. striking similarity to Isaiah’s initiation 
by the touch of the live coal Yorn the altar and the 
— of the Lord’s hand upon the mouth of Jere- 
miah. 
In the New Testament also we may find parallels 
with Jeremiah in the experiences of the apostle Paul. 
Both seem to have been born in goodly social standing 
among their people, but. the ministry to which God — 
called them led to ostracism, persecution, imprison- 
ment, and death. Both lived unmarried and in con- 
stant danger for the word of God which they pro- 
claimed. But to Paul there was given a human 
consolation in the reception of his ministry by the Gen- 
tiles to whom he was permitted to turn when rejected 
by his own people. Jeremiah therefore must remain 
the more pathetic figure. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


ve 
The Mlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollats for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the iesson list after the 
word “Print.” . 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
pppcially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


Time to Grow Up.—I am a child (1:6). Billy 
Sunday is credited with the story of a Negro convert 
whom he stopped one day and asked the question: 
‘If you were walking along the road and saw a low 
branch and on that branch a nice fat chicken, what 
would you do?” “Please don’t ask me dat question,” 
begged’ the man. When Mr. Sunday insisted upon 
an answer, the Negro replied: ‘Well, Mistah Sun- 


* day, you know.Ah’s only an infant in de kingdom.” 


It is to be feared that there are many infants in the 
kingdom who are not young in years, but who have 
failed to grow because they have not made use of-the 
means of grace.—From The King’s Business. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


When Fear Did Not Prevent the Power.—Ah, Lord 
God! behold, I know not how to speak. . . . Be not 
afraid. .... I have put my words in thy mouth (1:6, 
8, 9). _ The Rev. Bishop Taylor Smith, D.D., when 
speaking at Keswick told of the “stage fright” he 
had when for the first time he was asked to read a 























Lesson fer May 12 


lesson in church. He said, “So great it 
was, that I retreated into the vestry as 
the service was proceeding, and knelt 
down, and asked that I might be helped to 
read that lesson. And then I came back 
and read it, and the lesson was from the 
Epistle to the Romans: “There is there- 
fore now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus. A few weeks after- 
ward, the vicar told me that. the. church- 
warden had been converted through the 
reading: of that lesson! .I realized the 
power of God’s.Word as never before, and 
J think k can say that I have never read 
a lesson in church. from that-day to this 
without first reading it over, and praying 
over it, and having confidence that God 
can. bless his own Word —as ‘he does.” — 
From.The Christian. Sent by Mrs, Cow- 
* @rd; Lucea; Jamaica, B: WI. Prize illus- 
tration. 


“While God's Awake.”’—Be not afraid 
... for I am with thee (1:8). A little 
girl inquired of ‘her mother one moon- 
light night: “Mamma, is the moon God’s 
light ?”~ “Yes, Ethel,” replied the mother. 
“His light is always burning.” Then 
came the next question: “Will God blow 
out his light and go to sleep, too?” “No, 
my child,” replied the mother. “His 
lights are always burnihg. They never 
fail, because God never sleeps.” “Well, 
Mamma,” -was the little one’s reply, 
“while God’s awake I’m not afraid.” 
Surely we can’ echo those words.—Sent 
by J.:A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


God’s Word and the Ants.—Behold, | 
I have put my words in thy mouth (1:9). | 


Dr. McCook has ‘said: “I believe in the 
Bible from beginning to end, and believe 
in a Word of God that has no mistakes. 
For a hundred years natural science de- 
clared that Solomon made:a mistake about 
ants being harvesters, and Smith’s Bible 
Dictionary apologizes for this mistake in 
a learned way. But a minister went down 
into Texas. and Colorado, camped out 
among the ants, and as a result of his 


’ investigations, ,published. a book showing 


that Solomon four thousand years ago 
was right: One by one: we-find that the 
flaws are in the finite critics.”—From The 
King’s. Business. Sent by J. A. Raiser, 
Bucyrus, Ohio,, 


A Blessed Obstacle:—This man is 
worthy of death; for he hath prophesied 
against this city (26:11). The story is 
told of a well-known Welsh preacher who 
went to deliver the address at thé burial 
of a pious and venerable village minis- 


ter in South Wales. Hundreds of miners |’ 


assembled in silence around the grave, 
and these were the first words that fell 
upon their ears: “My brethren, the 
greatest obstacle on your road to hell has 
been removed!” Can you conceive of a 
greater honor than to*@e such an obstacle 
2s was that village minister ?—From The 
King’s Business. Sent by J. A. Raiser, 
Bucyrus, Ohio. ; 


A Peculiarity of Christians.— Bui as 
for me, behold; I am in your hand: do 
with me as ts. good and rightin your eyes 
(26:14). Sir W. H. Russell, the veteran 
war correspondent, tells this character- 
istic story of Gordon. “During the 
Crimean. War there was a sortie, and the 
Russians actually reached the English 
trench. Gordon stood on the parapet, in 
great danger of his life, with nothing save 
his stick in his hand, encouraging the 
soldiers to drive out the Russians. ‘Gor- 
don,’ they cried, ‘come down! You'll be 
killed !’ 
soldier who was near said: ‘It’s all-right; 
’e don’t mind: being killed. 
those blessed Christians!’”—From “A 
Thousand Things to Say in Sermons.” 
ae by S.A. Chauncey, Vancouver, 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the inspired and inspiring 


record of courage and obedience in the lives |: 


of so many of thy servants as set forth in 
thy Word.- We thank thee today for the faith 
and’ obedience of the prophet Jeremiah, who 
dared to do what-thou didst command him 
to do. We pray that we may. have the same 





But he took no notice, and a |. 


’E’s one of | 
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spirit in the lives that we are called. upon to 
.live: May we not be afraid of. the face of 
man. Give us a sincere fear of disobedience 
to thy will, and may we have a high sense 
of duty as we learn from thee what thou 
wouldst have us do in thy service. When 
we do not see just how a duty is to be 
carried through, may we go forward just 
the same, with: the knowledge that in thy 
strength we can do whatever thou dost com- 
mand us to do. Perhaps this very day we 
shall be called upon to take a clear stand 
for thee. May we not fail thee in the hour 
of testing! We ask this in the name of 
our Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
doubted whether you really could do what 
God was clearly calling you to do? Yes, 
I think many of us have had our doubts 
‘just at that point. We are quite sure 
that we do not have the ability to go 
through with what God wants us to un- 
dertake. Then we become afraid and 
turn back, and miss the marvelous ep- 

rtunity.for obedience that he has of- 
ered us, Jeremiah felt that he was 
nothing more than a child as he faced the 
great matter that God wanted him to deal 
with, Jeremiah had to learn the lesson 
that it was not in his strength that he 
was.to go forward, but in the strength of 
Jehovah. How bravely and thoroughly 
he did what God wanted him to do! 
When in danger of his life he just put 
himself in the background, and was ready 


Grean Feanvesscy FOR (70D 


to take whatever might come, because he 
had -sincerely and faithfully carried out 
what God wanted him to do.. He was 
not thinking of himself, but of his mis- 
sion. I suppose some of us have even 
dodged a duty that God laid upon us, for 
‘fear of the sarcasm, or jeers, or laughter 
of our companions. What a pity! How 
miserable we feel afterward when we 
realize that we had an opportunity to 
“do courageously what God was asking us 
to-do! What is the Golden Text for to- 
day’s lesson? Yes, “We must obey God 
rather than men.” Do you really believe 
that?’ When the testing tinie comes, will 
‘you trust in God to~hold you true and 
faithful, and go: forward without fear of 
what man may say? God grant that it 
may be so with all of us! Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


HE Editor of THe Sunpay ScHOooL. 

Times . would. like to. hear from 
readers who use either the hymns or the 
Psalms ordinarily given in. this place. 
Will you: write a brief letter answering 
any or all of the following questions: 


1. How often do you use the hymn selec- 
tions bearing on the Sunday-school lesson, 
as suggested here? 

2. How often do you use the metrical 
Psalm selections given here? 

3. If you use the metrical Psalm selec: 
tions, would you prefer to have them. chosen 
from the. book that has been followed here, 
“Bible Songs No..4,”" or the new. collection 
of Psalms and hymns in “The Bible Songs 
Hymnal”? 

Can you suggest any. change in the 
siathot of giving either toms or Psalm 
selections here that would make them more 
useful. to you? 


Letters should be addressed. to Editor 
of THe Sunvay Scuoot Times, Heid 
Building, 325. North Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

ue 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Standing alone for God: (1) in a hard 
time; (2) in a hard place; (3) in your 
place? 


é E are apt to'rest too much upon 

one another for support; we fear 
to take our own part according to the 
conviction of our own soul. But no 
boldriess of thought and no heroism of 
conduct will ever be possible to us until 
we have learned to stand. alone.” Add 
to these fine words one phrase — “for 
God” —and we have the gist: of . Jere- 
miah’s hard situation and the secret of 
-his superb moral courage. nd if you 
can only arouse such an. idéal in some 
girl’s heart, through this lesson, teacher 
of girls, you will have_been indeed a true 
teacher. 

(1) Even a brief study of the time in 
which the young Jeremiah began his 
work for will conyince your girls 
that he had about as hard a time in which 
to take a single-handed stand fdr God as 
ever befell.any brave young soul. Your 
girls are right who may think that they 
have hard times to face, today, to be 
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truly and wholly Christian, but they 
will have “to hand it to” this young man 
of Jerusalem in the years 610 to 580 
B. C. ¢about), as they themselves would 
express it, on this point. The public 
life of our country and time is far from 
what it ought to be, but such utter cor- 
ruption and selfishness as Jeremiah had 
to face in the kings of his time we know 
nothing about, now. Read’ again the 
brief and black page of history that rec- 
ords the doings, or the misdoings, of 
Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah, and 
you will have no trouble in convincing 
your girls of Jeremiah’s hopeless public 
situation, 


(2) Then this. young man was in a 
hard place, personally,. To have lived 
for God in a purely private life would 
have been hard ehaieh in his time, but 
God called this very young man to the 
very hardest: place in all that hard time. 
He called him openly to rebuke the 
rulers and their evil deéds, in the very 
Temple itself, to the very priests and 
prophets themselves! Only Jesus of Naz- 
areth, the young Man out of Galilee, 
rebuking the priests in the Temple in Jeru- 
salem, was ever in a harder place of obe- 
dience to a direct call from God. And 
the consequent unpopularity of the one 
was exceeded only by that heaped, at 
last, upon the Other. But the unflinch- 
ing courage of Jeremiah (though his 
heart cried.out under its burden, as his 
own writings frequently record) carried 
him through on his God-directed path of 
obedience. He taced death again and 
again for doing his duty, though it was 
imprisonment, destruction of his manu- 
script, bitter reproaches, and at last exile 
with the poorest of his people that he 
actually suffered for his obedience to God. 


(3) Scarcely another biography in all 
Scripture offers a more needed lesson for 
the young Christian of our day than 
this one of Jeremiah. Your girls, too, 
who want to stand for Christ have diffi- 
cult times to face; and some of them are 
in difficult personal situations in addition. 
“One thing sure,” said “Little Beth” (a 
sophomore in high school), “Pll never be 
popular if it takes the singing of a song 
like that one Jane sang tonight at our 
basketball party to make me so. Such 
words—!” Often it begins with only 
such little decisions as that; and often 
it does cost a girl’s popularity with her 
mates. She must choose daily whether 
she will wound the heart of her Saviour- 
Friend or lose the acclaim of girls and 
boys. . 

I said, “I’shall miss the light, and friends 
will miss me, they say.” 

e said, ‘Choose tonight if I am to miss you 

or they.” 


The whole of this old poem, by George 
Macdonald, will help your girls if you 
will read it to them,--perhaps giving 
them each a copy for their own keeping. 


Home Study 


Make a list ( for your own reading only) 
of the things, little and big, in which you 
find it hard to stand alone for Christ. 


. Pray daily for help at each paint in it. 


Decatur, Ga. 
bd 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanér B. Hatton 


b Bee teacher will find it very helpful 
to read the entire Book of Jeremiah. 
For this week’s lesson read Jeremiah 1: 


‘I-10; 26: 1-24. The class will remem- 


ber the interesting lessons we had from 
the messages God sent to the people by 
Isaiah. Now we are going to study a 
few lessons from Jeremiah, another of 
God’s prophets. 

Tell the children that while young 


‘King Josiah was sending his men through 
-all the kingdom to destroy idols and break 


down. the altars that had been built té 


‘them, there was. a little boy named Jere- 


miah in priest Hilkiah’s house in Ana- 
thoth, looking on, and taking real de- 
light in the great work. Jeremiah loved 
God; and as we study his life and his 
messages, we shall see how much he loved 
his people, too. Even as a boy, we be- 
lieve it had troubled him to see them 
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loved them and had given them pleasant 
homes and so many good things, and had 
protected them from their enemies. Jere- 
miah knew that the idols they had been 
worshiping could not do anything for the 
people, and we are sure that he was glad 
to see these idols broken up. 

Q@ne day after Josiah’s men had been 
at work for about a year, God spoke to | 
this little boy, and told him that he had 
been made a messenger to the nations, | 
But Jeremiah thought he was too young | 
to be a prophet. No doubt he felt that | 
it would be much easier to go out with | 
King Josiah’s men, and take an ax, and | 
help break down the idols and heathen | 
altars, than. to look people in the face 
and tell them about their sins. So Jere- 
miah said, “Ah, Lord God! behold, I 
cannot speak: for I am a child.” But 
God said ‘to him: “Say not, I am a 
child: for thou shalt go to alf that I 
shall send’ thee; and whatsoever I ‘com- 
mand thee thou shalt speak.” Then God 
said to the timid little fellow: “Be not 
afraid of their faces: for I am with thee | 
to deliver thee.” And the Lord touched | 
Jeremiah’s mouth, and promised to put | 
God’s own powerful words in his mouth, | 
sending messages not only to his own | 
people but to other nations as well, This 
is how Jeremiah became a prophet, and | 
we believe that he was a wonderful help | 
to King Josiah in teaching the people the | 
right way. 

Josiah was the last good king the peo- | 
ple of Judah had. After his death, the 
next king led the people back into idol- 
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atry. This troubled Jeremiah, and all the 
rest of his life he grieved over the sins 
and sorrows of his people. For this 
reason he was called “The Weeping 
Prophet.” 

In the: beginning of the reign of Je- 
hoiakim, after Jeremiah had grown up 
to be a man, God sent him to stand in 
the Temple court, and to speak to all the 
people who came there to worship. He 
told them that if they would repent and 
leave off: their sinful ways God would 
not punish them; but if they would not 
heed his words, he would allow their 
beautiful Temple to be destroyed, and 
the city where all the kings of Judah 
lived —the Jerusalem that God loved — 
would be a curse to all the nations of 
the world. 

Jeremiah told all of this message of 
God to the people. It seems that they 
would have ‘humbled themselves, and 
turned from their sins. But they became 
angry, as though the prophet were the 
cause of their trouble. They arrested 
him and said that he ought to die. Jere- 
miah told them that God had sent them 
the messages, and he begged them to 
repent and to stop their evil. ways, so 
that God would not send such awful. pun- 
ishment upon them. He did not ask the 
people a single time to let him go. He 
said he was in their hands, and they 
could do to him as they liked. But he 
warned them that if they killed nim, they 
would. only bring more punishment on 
— The people did not kill Jere- 
miah. 

The prophet brought many other mes- 
sages from the Lord. He was put in 
prison and suffered very much. But his 
greatest sorrow was caused by the idol- 
atry and the suffering of his people. And 
the hardest part of his work was to speak 
to people who would not hear. Yet he 
was a most faithful prophet, for he 
learned the wonderful lesson in our mem- 
ory verse: “I can do all things in him 
that: strengtheneth me.” 

Sing “Take My Life, and Let It Be.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught Thies Week 
Beginning: The “joy killer.” 
Discussion: What are the items of cost 

in being loyal on a:l occasions to Jesus 

Christ today? If the fellows think and 

are frank to express themselves, this 

will take up the time. : 
Qbjective: Fidelity to God. 











AY, fellows, shake hands with Jere- 

miah. He will be with us five Sun- 
days, including today. The Lesson Com- 
mittee must have thought him very much 
worth while to invite him for so long 
a stay. Not many characters in the Bible 
are accorded such distinction. Surely 
this is significant. 

But just to look at him, at first, is 
rather disappointing. He is an “onery” 
figure. One would think he came over 
a long, winding, muddy road in second 
gear and had engine trouble and flat tires 
all the way. He has a troubled look on 
his face. “He hat» no form nor comeli- 
ness; and when we shall see him, there 
is no beauty that we should desire him. 
He is despised and rejected of men; a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief: and_we hid as it were our faces 
from him; he was despised, and we es- 
teemed him not.” You will recognize this 
as a part-of the description of our Sav- 
iour, in the fifty-third of Isaiah. Well, 
Jeremiah was very much like that. So 
thought the men of Judah. So objected 
the men of Judah. This Jeremiah is a 
joy killer, they said. His name is Trou- 
ble and we are not looking for him. Yet 
they would have done well to listeft to 
him—and heed. Puts me in: mind of 
Rice’s lines: 

My name is Trouble; I’m a busy bloke. 

I’m the test of courage and of class. 

I bind the coward to a bitter yoke, 
And drive the craven from the crowning 





pass. 


Weaklings I crush before they come to 
ame; 
But where the red star guides across the 


—_ 

I train the stalwart for a better game, 
And drive the brave into a harder fight. 
My name is Trouble. 


Jeremiah was like the skillful physician 
who tells you you must go to the hospital 
for an operation. We don’t like to hear 
that; but if we are wise we are grateful 
to him and take his advice. There was 
this difference: Jeremiah had his informa- 
tion from God. There was no doubt about 
it — no chance for mistaken human judg- 
ment. Indeed, God not only gave him 
the information, but clearly ordered him 
to go and tell it to the people. Jeremiah 
did at first just what you or I would 
have done. He thought of how little 
he was and how insufficient in himself to 
put over an unwelcome message like that. 
*Ah, Lord Jehovah! behold, I know not 
how to speak; for I am a-child.” But 
God said: “Say not, I am a child; for 
to whomsoever I shall send thee thou 
shalt go, and ‘whatsoever I shall com- 
mand thee thou shalt speak. Be not 
Lafraid because of them; for I am with 
thee to deliver thee.” 

Jeremiah ‘took God at his word, and 
went into the Temple court. There he 
boldly proclaimed his message. They 
were angry; they faid hold of him; they 
threatened him; they accused him before 
the authorities ; but God’s plucky messen- 
ger retracted not a word, retreated: not 
an inch. He repeated the message before 
the high and mighty ones, and he said, 
“As for myself personally, do with me 
what you please, but I speak the truth 

God.” And it was the truth. And 
those people had it all too sadly con- 
firmed unto them in the events that fol- 
lowed. 

Now, fellows, -what do you think of 
the “joy killer’? Don’t you think we 
have an interesting character to. study 
before us for the next four Sundays? 
Let’s take Jeremiah for a tonic during the 
next twenty-eight days, beginning today 
— May 12. The Book of Jeremiah has 
fifty-two chapters. That will be: two 
chapters daily, except on Saturdays one 
chapter. Take your Jeremiah tonic first 
thing in the morning, if you can—and 
you.can if you want to. You will find our 
study together in class very much more 
profitable. You will enjoy taking a part 
in the discussion. ‘If you have not a 
Scofield Reference Bible, and cannot buy 
one, borrow one. You will find the topi- 
cal divisions in it and the footnotes very 
helpful, giving you much added interest 
in the study of this wonderful prophet’s 
great work for God. 

And what is today’s message from Jere- 
miah to you and me, fellows? Why, it is 
that there’s a peculiar satisfaction in tak- 
ing a stand for God; a fine flavor in it 
when it costs something. Especially when 
one has to go against. the crowd. It is 
not hard to speak a word for Jesus Christ 
here in the Sunday-school class; but out 
there on the playground or in the store 
it is different. The fellows do not “lay 
hold” on you and take you-before the 
authorities, but they lift their brows or 
laugh at you; and I believe I would 
rather they would “lay hold” than laugh. 
But let’s not be ashamed to show our 
colors. Let’s stand by the Master, no 
matter what it costs. Remember, Jesus 
said on one occasion, “For whosoever 
shall be ashamed of me and of my words, 
of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, 
when he shall come in his own glory, and 
in his Father’s, and of the holy angels.” 
Hardly a more pathetic picture can come 
to mind than that of a poor fellow stand- 
ing shamefacedly in the presence of Jesus 
Christ and hearing him say, “I do not 
know you.” 

Greensporo, N. C. 


38 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


{On the lesson of May 5) 

1. Josiah. Good. 

2. Since we read only evil of his father, 
Amon, and of his grandfather, Manasseh, 
we must suppose that his good traits re- 
flect his mother and grandmother. Both of 
these women are named in Scripture, a 
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3. “And Jehovah —_ to: Manasseh, and 
to his people; but they gave no heed” (2 
Chron. 33:10); “And .. . when the king 
[Josiah] heard the words of the law, that 
he . . . commanded [his servants] saying, 
Go ye, inquire of Jehovah for me.” 

4. God disclosed unto Josiah the long lost 
written Word, the Book of the Law. 


5. Permitting idolatry, with all its en- 
ticements and sinful practices, to come into 
their lives. 


6. The reception given it by the king. 
7. He read the law, had it oe 

read it to his people, promised. to y it, 

and had the people do the same. 

8. He at once set about to obey, in exact 

regard to the law as it had been read to 

him from the new found copy. 


9. He sent -messengers into the neighbor- 
ing land of Samaria and its cities and deé- 
stroyed the idolatrous altars there, after he 
had cleaned them out of his own land. He 
felt a responsibility for this lately conquered 
land of his own_race, as well as the part 
over which he directly ruled. 

10. The Bible ought to be read and it 
ought to be obeyed. We ought to — it 
to the attention of others and also induce 
them to obey it. 


11. The searching of God’s Word throws 
a flood of light upon sin in our own hearts 
and practices, sin that would not appear 
so heinous except under that searching light, 
—thus leading to repentance. 

12. Certainly not less than once a day. 
Usually the best time is in the morning, 
when the mind is clear and before other 
‘events of the day have crowded themselves 
into our thinking. 

r3. He knew it by heart; he refreshed 
himself in it; he quoted it to teach from it 
and to verify the fulfillment of its proph- 
sine) it as a weapon against the 





[ Children at Home 





No Flower for Mother’s Day - 
By Louise M. Oglevee 


ANIE skipped happily along in the 
J bright. May sunshine. ~Sunday-school 

was a long way off, but Janie was so 
happy to go that she did not mind the 
long blocks. She thought that her Sun- 
day-school was the loveliest, friendliest, 
and most beautiful place that she had ever 
seen. Every Sunday afternoon she told 
her little brother all about it; she told 
him the storics.and sang the songs for 
him; and she always added, “When you 
are big enough to walk that far, you are 
going with me.” 

Home did not have bright flowers and 
pretty pictures as the Sunday-school did. 
Mother was always too tired and too busy 
to have much time for making things 
pretty. She washed and ‘scrubbed and 
sewed and cooked from morning until 
night. 

There-was only one other girl in Janie’s 
class. when she went ‘to her place that 
morning: It was Dorothy, wearing a 
new coat, and with a sweet-smelling white 
carnation pinned on.. Janie smiled her 
friendliest, but Dorothy did not smile 
back; and although her lips did not say 
a word, her eyes very plainly said to 
Janie, “That surely is a shabby old coat 
you have on.” Janie’s hapny smile faded, 
and she looked down at the worn, faded 
coat. She had been so happy that she had 
noi once thought about the old coat. 

Presently Dorothy asked, “Haven’t you 
any flower for Mother’s Day?” 

Janie shook her head. “What is 
Mother’s Day?” she asked. 

“Why, it’s the day we wear flowers for 
our mothers,” ; answered Dorothy. “I 
thought everybody knew that.” 

Then the other girls began to come, and 


When Sunday-sechool 
songs and_ stories 


to their class, one of the other girls asked, 
“Where is your flower, Janie?” 

“I never heard of Mother’s Day be- 
fore,” said Janie. “Anyway I had no 





' mother.” 


i bright eyes, but suddenly she smiled 


rather unusual thing and hence significant. } bravely as she- said, “I can do as the 


each one of them wore a flower. ‘ Even . 
the teacher wore one just like Dorothy’s. © 

» there -were | 
s and verses about ; 
mothers, and by and by when they went © 


money to buy a flower to take to my ' 
There were tears in Janie’s : 

















Lesson for May 12 


verses and the songs said. Ican help 
my mother and show her that I love her | 
this afternoon.” | 

Two or three started to explain that 
the flowers were ‘not ‘meant to be «given 
to the mothers, and were only a sort of 
badge to wear that day, but the teacher 
gave them a quick, knowing smile as she 
put her arm around Janie, saying, “Yours 
is the truest and best way to keep 
Mother’s Day, for the flowers do not 


\ mean anything unless we show in some 


other way that we love her. I know my 
mother would like to have me send my 
flower to your mother,” and she unpinned 
her lovely carnation, and put it into 
Janie’s hand, 

“So would my mother,” “And mine,” 
“And mine,” cried all the girls, hurrying 
to unpin their flowers and give them to 
Janie.» Even Dorothy gave hers, 

How Yanie’s ‘eyes shone! “Oh, thank 
you, thank you,” she ‘said happily. “I 
always tokd my mother that’this Sunday- 
school’ was ‘the very nicest one in the 
whole world, ‘and now she will know that 
it is.” 

Rock Istanp, Itt, 


The Young People’s 
_. Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 








. sd - 
May 19. Why Is Jesus the World’s Greatest 
Leader? John 15 : 9-16; 12 : 23-27. 
May 26. How Have Missionaries Been Ef- 
fective Leaders? Matt. 4: 12-25. 

June ‘2, Character a Growth, Not a Gift. 
2 Pet. 1 :'§-8. (Consecration meeting.) 
June 9. Thinking Things Through. Luke 14: 

28-30;° Prov. 16 : 22-25. 


Sunday, May 12 


Appreciating Our Parents as Leaders 
(Eph. 6: 1-9; Luke 2 : 41-52) 





Mon.—A mother’s choice (1 Sam. 1: 
-28). 

Tues.—A father’s love (2 Sam. 18 : 24-33). 

Wed.—Gentle leading (2 Tim. 3: 14-17). 

Thurs.—Parents’ wisdom (Prov. 4: 1-9). 

Fri.—Wise guides (1 Tim. 3:4, 5). 

Sat.—Leading to God (Deut. 6:7). 











How do parents influence their children? 
How may parents lead children astray? 
Do children “obey” parents today? 


FATHER one morning took his lit- 

tle boy to the city where he trans- 
acted his business. When noon came he 
went with the boy to a restaurant where 
he often had lunch. It was in the days 
before prohibition and the waiter, know- 
ing that it was the fatMer’s custom to 
have a bottle of wine, asked the boy what 
he would. have to drink. Thé boy replied: 
“T’jl take what father takes.” The father, 
realizing the serious situation, quietly 
beckoned the waiter and countermanded 
the order. 

During the afternoon when he went to 
his office the words of the boy, “I'll take 
what father takes,” were constantly ring- 
ing in his ears. He went home and, after 
dinner, he repaired to his study, but he 
could, not work, for he could not forget 
the words of the boy, “I'll take what 
father takes.” Feeling that he could not 
bear it any longer, he decided to settle 
the matter. He knelt down and prayed 
to God for guidance. Thate night «he 
vowed he would never touch drink or any- 
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thing-else that might be a source of dan- 
ger to others. 


The writer well remembers the time 
his qwn father used- to: ehjoy* his’ pipe, 
but as the time came whén He would have 
to associate with. other boys and be sub- 
jected to the temptations of smoking, his 
fathér quietly gave up his pipe and all 
use of tobacco. When some one asked 
him why he had done this, he replied that 
he could’ not conscientiously forbid his 
boy to do something that he was doing 
himself, His boy has never gotten away 
from the influence of that example. 


ve 

If we have Christian God-fearing par- 
ents who expect and requite our obedi- 
ence, perhaps we shall.never know in this 
life how privileged we are. The Out- 
look some years ago published a state- 
ment of one who had a wide experience 
in working among boys and young men 
in teformatories and. penitentiaries. He 
stated that he ‘had yet te find the inmate 
of a penal institution who had in his 
childhood a healthy, Christian home. Out 
of 268 boys committed to the Lyman 
School for Boys at Westboro, Mass., dur- 
ing 1908, 101 had lost both parents. The 
‘report of the reform school population 
of the United States gives seventy-five 
percent orphans or semi-orphans. 


But the training up of a child in the 
way he should go (Prov. 22:6) is not 
f one-sided. Something is expected of us 
who have the great privilege of Chris- 
tian homes. Our Scripture lesson points 
out that our part is to honor and obey, 
and refers us back to the Ten Com- 
mandménts where the commandment to 
honor father and mother was the first 
one to which a promise was attached. In 
God’s .plan for his chosen people this 
promisé was literally fulfilled. “Even to- 
day the Jewish children are generally 
obedient to this command, and God has’ 
kept his part of the bargain by blessing 
an unusually’ large percentage of this 
people with long life. 

One great occasion for alarm in the 
present day is the breaking down of 
parental control, under the false notion 
of giving children an opportunity. to ex- 
ity. As well seek individuality in a 
it. Individuality is developed, but it is 
not an enviable kind. Selfishness, pas- 
sion, irreverence, laziness, irresponsibility, 
lawlessness, and the like are among the 
awful products of laxity in home control. 
Aside from-the spiritual effects of such 
indulgence, we cannot ignore the economic 
effect. If we have not learned obedience 
in the days of our youth, we can never 
expect to become anything in the busi- 
ness or professional world. The very 
core of all business or professional re- 
lationship is implicit obedience. Without 
that asset we are valueless as wage 
earners in any capacity. It is significant 
that today by far the: majority of crim- 
inal offenders are under eighteen. 


se 
Let us then be on our guard as young 
people lest we cast aside the restrictions 
that love and wisdom: would place upon us 
in the home. The temptation to do so 
is a subtle one, for we see many other 
young people doing things that we may 
not ‘be permitted to do. We will be 
tempted to think that our parents are old- 
fashioned and out of date, and that they 
do not understand young people of today. 
Let us never forget, however, that human 
nature is the same the world over and 
in every generation. While perhaps the 
»same evils that threaten us today were 
‘not indulged in when our parents were 
young, the basic principles are the same. 

ve 


How, then, are we to learn the honor 
and obedience, toward our parents that 
shall truly please them and please also 
our heavenly Father? Merely the act of 
obeying if there is no willingness to obey 
in our hearts is not enough. Only as we 
turn to the Lord Jesus Christ and let him 
give us the same kind of heart: and mind 
that he had, — yes, even more than this, 
— give us his mind and his heart, can we 





press themselves -and:. develop individual- | 


garden by refusing to weed or cultivate |, 


was upon this earth. . Never once «did he 
exercise his own will contrary to that of 
his Father’s. If we have let him come 
into our hearts to dwell there and’to con- 
trol these lives of-ours then ‘shall we “find 
that true obedience that wells up from a 
heart that wills to do his will, 

ee 
In what respect am I not giving my par- 
ents the honor and obedience they deserve? 
obedient ? 
Am I obeying my heavenly Father? 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Standing By Our President 


RESIDENT HOOVER must’ have 
been grateful for a telegram that was 
recently sent to him by a Western or- 
ganization. It was in the form of_a 
resolutiog drawn up by the Macsmen, a 
large club of 1,200 professional and busi- 
hess ‘men, formed: by the members of a 
Bible class taught by Dr.:.Stewart P. 
MacLennan, pastor of the First Presbyte- 
rian Church of Hollywood, Cal. An article 
in the Hollywood Citizen said ‘that -the 
message was inspired “by the President’s 
inaugural ‘address, by the ‘feeling of 
members of the club, and by an editorial 
appearing in the Hollywood Citizen,” and 
then ‘quoted the telegram as follows: 
“The _Macsmen Club. of - Hollywood 
with membership of more than one 
thousand men pledges you that each in- 
dividual member will, by example, assist 
in stamping out crime and outlawry by 
refusing participation in and condemning 
all transactions with iNegal liquor.” 
Other men’s Bible classes throughout 
the country will be interestéd in the ac- 
tion of the Macsmen, arid some may de- 


:| cide to follow their example. In Romans 


13: 1-7 we find authority for assuring the 
President that we are standing with him 
in his plans for checking the lawlessness 
so prevalent in our country today. 


How may my exaniple. help others to be | 
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The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished. weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
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Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. . 
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Music 


Fourteen Uses for 
in Church and Sunday. School 
work are given in this beoklet. 
Send for your copy. 


Returnable cepies of any. of our song books 
will be sent upon. request. The library in- 
cludes General Purpose Song Books; Special 
Purpése Song Books; Church. Wership ; 
Satred Solos and Duets; Quartette Music ; 
Beginners, Primary and Junior Boys and 
Girls; Special Orchestra Selections: and 
many others. With these Gospel Seng Books 


STANDARD PUBLISHING Co., 
Dept. SS 420, 8th and Cutter Sts., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Send me a copy of your booklet ‘““Gospel 
Song Books for all Church.Services.”’ 
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for all church. services, your church can 
meet every music need. Compiled by recog- 
nized: authorities on- church music. Just the 
song books you have been secking—learn 
more about them. by sending for our booklet. 
Then, erder on anproyal' those you wish. 
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HILDREN'S DAY 
ALL: MACK ¢ 


music TREE 


Four different services of Songs and Recitations 
free to Pastor, Superintendent, or Committeé, This, 
only, is free. 


FOR CHILDREN’S DAY 


Helper No. 15. 25 cents. Book of Drills, Songs, etc., 
for children. Not sent for examination. 

Specials No, 5. Four complete numbers in one book 
for "teen age. 25 cents. Not sent for examination. 

Pageants, Story Cantatas, Books, etc., fully des- 
cribed in our catalogue. Ask for it. 


HALL-MACK CO., 2lst & Arch Sts., Phila., Pa. 
National Music Co., o18 S, Wabash Ave.,Chicago, III. 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Cariton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years, 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


ARE YOU GLAD 


YOU ARE NOT A HINDU WIDOW? 


Let us send you literature describ- 
ing the work of Pandita Ramabai, 
friend of widows, who labored 
among these down-trodden women 
of India. 


American Council of the 
Ramabai Mukti Mission 
260 W. 44th Street NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Do You Use Good English? 


NOTHING quite advances one’s standing in 

the estimation of intelligent people as the use 
of correct English. A person who is not 
of himself under suc 
































m uite sure 
circumstances is ill at ease 
and sometimes embarrassed. “GOOD ENG- 
LISH,” by Dr. j. L.- Haney, Head of the De- 
partment of English, Central High School, Phila- 
deiphia, can help you without going into the de- 
tails of the grammar. It explains more than 1000 
misused words and phrases. 244 pages. Bound in 


durable cloth. Price. . ... . $1.00 


If not entirely satisfied with this book 
within 5 days after receiving it return 
it and the money will be refunded. 


THE PETER REILLY CO., Dept. SS 
133 N. 13th Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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SUPPORT A NATIVE 
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on the mission field for from $25 to $150 a year. 
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field. 


an accredited High School 
‘or college. 











FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO 
NATIVE PREACHER CO., Inc. 
Box S, 251 Fairmount Ra., Ridgewood, N. J. 


ear Bible course, an excellent” 











PLAY BIBLE DOMINOES 


A new and interesting way to teach Bible verses to 
(ove ne old. For set send 40c, cash or money order, 
J. D. Rozerts, P. O. Box 214, Milford, Conn. 











I the Family 


25/7 everywhere 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





( For Family Worship } 


* By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Lesson Committee. 


May 6 to 12 


Mon.—Jeremiah 1 : 1-10. 
The Call of Jeremiah. 

Jeremiah’s call antedated his birth (v. 
5); 80 our calls, too (Psa. 139: 16; Eph. 
2:10). It was for a ministry to the 
nations (v. 5); so ours, too (Matt. 28: 
19). He was to prophesy, which in- 
cludes both fore-telling and forth-telling. 
God put his words in Jeremiah’s mouth 
by touching it. We cannof testify till 
we have the touch of our Lord (cf. Matt. 
19: 21, 29). Then, though timid as Jere- 
miah, we may have his courage. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
new Hermon House, the recent opening 
of which marked a golden milestone m 
the history of the New York Jewish Mis- 
sion (156 Second Avenue) ; that God will 
make great use of its chapel, children’s 
work room, library, and club room for 
saving and blessing his Chosen People; 
for the Rev.._Thomas M. Chalmers, Di- 
rector; for the board of directors; for 
the Jewish Missionary Magazine; for the 
supply of all needs. 


Tues.—Jeremiah 8 : 18-22. Jeremiah’s Lament. 


This is the heart-break of the prophet 
over the vision of the impending captivity 
of Judah in Babylon—that God’s own 
chosen nation should receive such a judg- 
ment. In the last clause of verse 19 God 
breaks in to give the reason. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Great Commission Prayer League; for 
the supply of financial needs for office 
help, supplies, printing, postage; for its 
prayer leadership for revival; for God's 
blessing on its “Bulletins” and tracts sent 
out (in 1928 100,000 Bulletins and 989,- 
342 tracts); for its prayer-helpers. 
Wed.—Jeremiah 26; 1-9. 

The Ministry of Jeremiah. 

“The Word of God either leads to 
repentance or awakens resentment (cf. 
chap. 23: 11-15; Ezek. 22:25, 26; Mic. 
3:11; Zeph. 3:4; Matt. 21:15; Acts 4: 
1-6; 5:17). Even today the bitterest 
opposition to God’s Word comes from 
some who are supposed to be accredited 
ministers of the Gospel and from some 
theological professors. Some think it is 
a new thing for religious leaders to try 
to get God’s people to discredit and re- 
ject the Word of God. No, it is a very 
old thing.’"—R. A. Torrey. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
“Moody Bible Institute Summer Bible 
Conferences, announced officially in its 
March Bulletin, to be held at Ocean City, 
N. J.; Eagles Mere, Pa.; Ocean Grove; 
N. J.; Montrose, Pa. (two, Teacher- 
Training School and Ministerial Insti- 
tute); Hendersonville, N. C.; Colorado 
Springs, Colo., and Cedar Lake, Ind. Ad- 
dress inquiries to Bureau of Bible Con- 
ferences and Evangetism, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago. 

Thurs.—Jeremiah 26 : 10-19. 
Results of Jeremiah’s Preaching. 

God never repents in the sense of 
changing his mind, but he does in the 
sense of changing his action (v. 19). 
Christians now who “diminish not a 
word” of “the whole counsel of God” 
should not try to hurry the prophesied 
judgments of God upon tHe world, as 
Jonah on Nineveh, but to pray His “re- 
pentance” down in a great new revival. 
The Spirit promised the return of Christ 
if Jewry as a nation would accept him 
(Acts 3:19). He would do the same 
now, if the world as a whole would accept 
his Son. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
five Victorious Life Conferences to be 
held at America’s Keswick, Keswick, N. 
J., during the summer, that those attend- 
ing may learn the way of victory over 
sin. (Send inquiries to Victorious Life 
Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 31114 





Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.) 


Fri—Daniel 6: 10-18. Daniel’s Courage. 


Spirit-given boldness to declare the 
whole truth of God’s Word is needed to- 
day; such as Rowland Hill’s who atuc- 
tioned off the soul of the Countess of 
Huntingdon as she drove by his révival 
crowd, but .won her for Christ; such as 
Peter Cartwright’s, who said to the cau- 
tioning parson, as Andrew Jackson en- 
tered church: “If Andrew Jackson does 
not repent, God will damn his soul as 
quick as he will that of a Guinea Negro,” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
great British Keswick Conference; for 
the Eliada Conference, conducted by the 
Columbia Bible School, Columbia, S. C.; 
and for all Bible Conferences,;that the 
Spirit may be outpoured on all. 
Sat.—Acts 6: 8-15. Stephen’s Courage. 

God saved Daniel from martyrdom, 
but took Stephen to Heaven by that 
route; he saved Luther, but took Latimer 
and Ridley. “To die is gain” (Phil. 1: 
21), so what does it maiter! (Matt. ro: 
28.) Mrs. Howard Taylor and a band 
of Chinese women in interior China, un- 
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| expectedly rescued from a stoning mob, 
_experienced a sense of real disappoint- 
ment. God gives a special grace for mar- 
tyrdom. Such days may come again. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Mildmay Mission to the Jews (the Rev. 
Samuel H. Wilkinson, Hon. Director and 
Treasurer, Central Hall, Philpot Street, 
London, E. IX); for God’s blessing on 
all work for the Chosen People. 
Sun.—Psalm 26. Walking in Integrity. 


Sin, secret or presumptuous, occasion- 
ally indulged in, makes appalling skips © 
and gaps in a man’s work and life. It 
prevents wholeness, holiness. It keeps a 
Christian from walking in his integrity. 
'-It robbed Samson’s ministry of many use- 
ful years. ; 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
School Bag Gespel League (113 Fulton 
Street, New York City) in which Chris- 
tian children. three hundred centers in 
thirty-eight States and Canada are giving 
Gospels and Testaments to their school- 
mates; for the twenty-seven million chil- 








! dren in the United States without Christ: 








This 








SEEDS AND WOODS from THE HOLY LAND 


21 small boxes of seeds and 
of wood, a reed pen and a piece of sack- 
cloth, all of which are mentioned in the Bible. 
Price, including interesting booklet, “‘ The 
Plants of the Bible,”. 2. . .. 


Send for our free Price List of many other articles 
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Your gift-on the annuity basis 
to the American Bible Society 
will assure you a guaranteed in. 
come of from 4% to 9% as long 
as you live. 


Ultimately your gift will be re- 
leased for the important and es- 
sential work of translating, pub- 
lishing and distributing the 
Scriptures thereby helping to 
make the Bible more widely 
and more easily available. P 


Twenty-seven questions similar 
to those in the opposite col- 
*, umn are answered in the 
% booklet, “Bibles and 
% Bonds,” a copy of 
*, which is yours upon 

®, request. 


7 
» 
%. Use the 
. 2 

BIBLE SOCIETY coupon. 


Bible House, *, 

Astor Place, N.Y. —°8, 
GENTLEMEN: Please send “© 

me without obligation on_ my ‘* 

part your booklet No. 16B, en- “@ 

titled ** Bibles and Bonds.”’ ® 





9 What isan Annuity Bond Agree- 
@ ment? 


Are Annuity Bond Agreements" 
unquestionably safe ? 2 


Do men of recognized business 
ability secure Annuity Bond 
Agreements from the American 
Bible Society? 


What will money invested in 
Annuity Bond Agreements 
eventually accomplish through 
the American Bible Society ? 


What ddvantages do Annuity 
Bond Agreements have over 
many forms of investments ? 


Are Annuity Bond Agreements 
recommended as a source of in- 
come for widows and persons un- 
familiar with financial matters ? 












